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The Epiſtle 


Engliſh Nation: 1 am apt 
to think I have forgot my | 
ſelfe, and that my preſump» | 
tion is unpardonable,when T ' 
am about to prefix a name ſo | 
very eminent to Eſſayes that 
cannot in Fuſtice pretend to ' 
fo winch as a volume : But 
when withall I call to mind, 
how that ſiupendious Maie- | 
fty, to whith all earthly © 
greatneſſe muſt ſtoope ;, hath | 
told * us , That if there be 
firſt a willing mind, it is 
by him accepted, accord- 
ing to what a man hath, 
and nor according to what 
a man hath not : / th:z be- 
gin t0 gather courage, be- 
cauſe 1 cannot but conclude, 
#hat your Ladyſhip doth as \ 
wearely 
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ory. 
nearcly reſemble God in hs 
condeſcentions , as 10u doe 
in hs Greatneſſe, And thoſe 
cond: ſcentions I find I have 
very great need to beſpeak ; 
who am conſcious to my ſelf, 
that I tenaer to your Las y- 
ſhip, 4 preſent altogether as 
inconfiderable, as that of the 
Souldier to Darius , when 
he brought him alittle wa- 
ter in his helywet. But when 
1 perceive 1 am reduced to 
this troubleſome Dilemma, 
Either to ſin againſt Grati- 
tude,or elſe to offer your La-+ 
dyfhip n hat i*' nnworthy 
Jour pernſall : 1 doe eaſily 
determine to ſhun the firſt, 
( by what meanes ſoever 
while lawfull) and remit the! 
reſt, to that candour, which 
A 3 [. 


E $ 
I am ſure is no ſtranger, to 
ſo true a Nobility, as your 
Ladyſhip hath derived, 
from ſo long a ſmcceſ1on, 

I know your Ladyſhips , 
eare will be ever open to this 
wvoice of God , which is the 
ſubject matter of our follow- 
ing diſcourſe : As better un- | 
derftanding then 1 am able ' 
fo repreſent , that the Tem; - © 
tations of Greatneſſe riſe to 

' 4 proportionable Magnitude 
with it ſelfe ; That lareer ' 
receipts demand the ſame 
meaſure in returnes ;, and 
that there s no diſtindtion 
of Birth or place, can either 
plead an exemption from the 
commands of Ged, or ſhunne | 
the appearance to account 
before his dreaded Tribu- | 
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. that your Ladyſ(hip may be 


all. Which great account 


able to render with * Joy * H:b.13 
and not with Gricte z ?*7: 

That the welcome words of | 
* Come ye Blefled, & from * Mit.zy -, 
the month of the glorious 3* I 
Bridegroome of the © hurch) 
may be your Ladyſhips call 
unto a3 endleſſe Triumph ; 
4d that your Ladylhips 
Coronet on earth , may be 
changed into an unvaluable 
Crowne of Glory in heaven, 
are the wiry earneft and 
fervent d:ſires of his ſoxle, 


who 15 


Mapam, 
Your Lady (hivs 70 
be commanded in 
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N uw therefore. 
* thus ſaith the. 


Lord of Hoſts, 


( onfuder your 
Hayes. 


_—_— 


(22 He diſtempers of 
ee? 


77 ha%, the Soule are as 
Ez , numerous as the- 
diſeaſes which 


are incident to the Body , 


nor am I ſhort of cruth if 
I ſoy they .are much more ,” 
A 5 dans of 


TY _"ehe Inward man, though 


' dangerous and mortall : 

Bur oh the foily and mad- | 
nefle which reigne in the 
moſt of men ! whea«the 
Body languiſh@hen the 
vitall ſpirits are enfeebled, 
when the fleſh cc nſumes, 
yea perhaps when the 
moſt inconfiderable infir- 


micy hath attach'd but | 


one member, the Phyſ1t- 
tian is (eat for, his urmoſt 
Skill is beſpoke, the head 
plots, the hand acts, the 


purſe' paycs, the tongue | 


plead-, and all for a littie 
corporall health : 

But although the poy- 
ſon of corru;-tion be ſprea- 
ding and begin to gnaw 
upon the very vitalls of 


a 


aw 


| 


o 
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I: ! alowrhſome leprofie hath 
_ ſeis'd the foule; though 


Ie a lethargick & dulacſe and 
& Þ ſtupidity invade it;though 
e y . throughout there be no- 
], ching bur * wounds & brui- * 14.1.6... 
, ſe: and putrifying ſores , ; 
Ce and though{which 3s moſt 


” | 16,900 Evidemicall) God 
himlelfe ſeemes to with- 
_ Craw from it: Yet there 
arc few or none, who 
' ſearchatter a timely dit> 
covery of the plague of 
their own he-rts, or when 
diſcovered doe ſeriouſly 
accrefle themſelves to pur 
| a ſtop to the encroaching 
malady , by the app/icati- 
| onofthe moſt fit and ap- 
police Remedies, 
| Yet it there be any who, 
| «pid (oth 


cy 


>» 5 FF _ mos F# 1 


- *A8:26.Jdefire ro be * rarn'd from | | 

* 35. > the power of Satan uuto | 

; *1Fetz. God, from * Durknefle to | | 

 ” light, fromcloſe hypocti- 

fie or open prophaneneſle, 

to uprightneſſe and holi- 

neſle , if gny whoſe ſoules 

are under ſpituall declen- 

*Rev. 3. tons, would * ſtrengthen 

*. the things ready to dye if 

any under fpirituall lazi- 

neſle, or formalicy in holy 

duties, would againe re« 

cover his ancient fiſt vi- | 

gour, and aftivity: Itany | 

deſerted would agiine re- 

joyce in the beames of 

love and light, I ſay if any | 

* Pro, 8, * waite at the gates of wiſ-  \ 

| _. 34 aome., or at the dores of | 
> the great Phy ſitian for the 

ends above — 

| = 7 


of bu _— 


let them heare Wiſdomes 
Oracle, not folded up in 
ambiguous words, bur 
pronounc'd' in. plaineſt 
termes z or take your Bi- 
bles and reade the written 
receipt of a Phyſician in- 
deed, and domþt not bur 
through the bicfling of 
him who 1s God bleſſed 
t.r ever; the very-words 


of the Text containe both 


| 


| 


f 


. 
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preparative, preventative, 


 andcuring Phyſick, which 


can be hurctull to none, 
and cannot but be ſingu- 
larly uſefull to all, Now 


therefore, &C. 


This Illative particle 
[ Therefore 7 returnes us 
to ſomething which went 
vefo.e, and refers to verſo 
tt. e-- 


the ſecond ; The time is not 
wet come , the time that the 
Lords houſe ſhould be built ; 
ti.1s was the cry of the 
peo-le; for having recet- 
ved a<ran: from Cyrms n 

* Era: his * firſt yeare,to 1erurne 
1.8. ro Jeruſalem, and build | 
the Temple, and having * 
*Fz-2 3.Jaid the*foundation there- * 

* of; the pertecting of the 
* Ez," 4. building was * incerrupted 6 
1.*24-by the adverſaries of Fu 
dah, and Benjamin, and by 
the Ecidts of the Perſian 
King, who ſucceeded Cy- 
| TMs, "ill the ſecond yeare 
. of Darius Nothus. So that 
deaded in their ſpirits by 
their former diſcourage- 
ments, the worke was for- 
ſaken by every hand, and | 
the +. 


cm. woo —_ 


"xs 


"2 


the Templeleft ( as they 
ſay of Cicero's Tombe ) 1 
vepretrs, (Ccarce appearing 
above its own duſt; but 
low as it was, it was yet 
tolye, till they could be- 
think themſeives of ſome 
fit ſeaſon, wherein they 
might agree to bu'ld it; 
For the people ſaid, the 
time wa" not come, XC 

| Now verle the fourth, 
whar the people did fo 
confidently afhirme, the 
Lord doth appear againſt, 
and doth afflay their con- 
v.Ction, by an »ppeale ro 
their con{Clences, /s it 11x 


for you, O ye,to dwell inycur 


ceil'd honſes, and this houſe 
lye waſt £ The time you 
think ſo very unfit, co ratſe 

his 


this houſe from under its 
decayes z you can judge | 
' meet enough, wherein to ! 
garn:(h, aad adorne your | 
own, Behold your.gallant | 
way cf reaſoning ; your 
very cquall proceedings 
while your ha':itations 
Ike the proud P.llaces of 
Princes glitter in gold, the 
houſe of your God mn{t 
lye in rub 21ſh ; while your 
own dwellings are ceild 
and carv'd,, pompous as 
wea'th and wit can make 
them, mine muſt be a 
heap of ruines : you who 
call your ſelves my peo- 
ple, are not aſhamed tolet 4+ 
this ſingle houſe lye w.ſt 
( which hath met with 
Relpects trom very Hea- - 
thens) .... 


»0 


»S 


thens) while yourcare and 
coft extends to the who!e 
number of your own. 
Now therefore, &c.] As 
if he ſhould ſay, Now take 
the cauſe into your own 
hands, determin2 1t a- 
mongſt your felvs,ve your 
ſelves the Judges of your 
own ways;but before you 
paſſe ſenzence , take time 
ro confider them. Now 
therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord, conſider your Wayes. 
In theſe words we may 
obſerve theſe two things, 
Fuſt, Something im- 
poled upon us, as our du- 
ty to performe, [ Conſider 
your Waye:;. } 
Secondly, Something 


to enforce us to the per- 
tor- 


LJ 


formance of this duty | 


[ Thus ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts) he who hath all the * 


right to command us, de- 
mands our obedience; he 
whi0 Cannot put us upon 
any thing but what 1s e- 
quall, 2nd honourable, he 


who is pleal'd to rwift our 


beſt good with , his own 
Glory; h: who 1s Lord of 
Holſis and can compell, 
where perſwaſtons are {uc- 
ceſs|:fle ; who can rigo- 
rouſly. puniſh the cotempt 
of his commands, Ic is he 
who calls us to this Duty. 
Bur of this hereafter as it 
ſhall occaſionally £.1! in, 
while we principally ins 
tend toinfiſtupon the Du- 
ty it (elfe ; wherein, 


Firit, - 


'b 


i 


—- 
4% 


— 


Y 
Firſt, An A@ we are 


' toput forth. Þ Conſider | 


a 
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Secondly , The obje& 
about which this A& of 


ours is to be converſant, 


* 
+ 
- 


[ Wayes ] 

Thirdly, Dire&ion of 
the A to its proper ob- 
ject, by a Relative terme, 


| [ your ] 


It is an unpardonable 
overſight,to have travell'd 
the world, and yet as one 
ſpeakes, to be ignorant of 
the Iſle of Man , viz. Our 
ſelves, To have a la:ge aC- 
quaintance abroad, yer, 
ſtrangers at home zor with 
thole Lamie in Alian to 
be critticall cenſurers of 
the blotts in other mens 
lives, yet dim-ſighted and 

blind 


IR 
blind as to our own. Ic is 
: *Pro.17, with the * foole to have his | 
4: eyes in the corners of the | 
earth, while the Viſemans | 
are in his head ;, or as our 
*Math.7.* Saviour ſaith, to be ftx- ; 
?" edlyintent upon anothers ' 
moate, while we overlook : 
our own beame. Therefore | 
the Lord would have us » 
to know that herein »o- ' + 
fira res agitar, that not ſo | 
much anothers as cur own 
Wayes are they we muſt 
Confider. 
And ſo the Dodrinall 
Propobtion the Text pre- 
(ents us with, is 
Do: That it wevery mans Da- + 
ty to Conſider his Wayes, 
In the proſecution of 
which I ſhall obſerve this 
method, Firſt, 


ww. ” 


— WP ' , 


—_ Vicwawn.... 


—> he g-2 


[13] 
Firſt, Shew what thoſe 


; Wayes are we muſt Con- 
: fider, 


Secondly, What it ts 
to Conſider our Wayes. 
T hirdly, How or as to 


what we are to Confider 
them. 


Fourthly , What ſpe- 


| ciall rimes call loudeſt for 
this Daty, 


Fifthly, Why we muſt 
Conſtder our Wayes, 

Laſtly, Inferre ſome- 
thing from the whole, 

For the firſt of theſe; 
The (c:ciptures make men- 
tion of a trheefo:d Way of 


Man, 


The firſt is the way of 
the heart, mans purpoles 


& intentions, his thoughts 
and 


4 


14] 


and Imayinations are bis pb 
Wayes. Gen. 6. 12. And j- 

God looked wpon the Earth, | w 
and behold it was corrupt, 2 
for all fleſh had corrupted | M 

his Way upon the Earth. | pY 

Now it you look back to * Lo 


verſe the 5, you there }: 
find whar this Way w:s, {© 
And God ſaw that the wick- ful 
neſſe of man was great in the | 
Earth, and that every Ima. p 
gination of the thonzhts of 4 ti 
his HE ART was onely 
evill continually. The Pro- + 
phet David. allo mentions [E 
_— within, Pſal. 139. JF 
V. 24, And ſee if there be } 
any wicked Way in mee, x 
Now in the verſe before 
he diſcovers whcre that +, 
Way 1s, by the holy and | 
pious 


[15 
| pious prayer he makes, 
1} Search me,O Gea, and know 
; my Heart. Once more, Ec- 
' | cleſ. 11. v. 9g. Inthe Wiſe 
; , mans Ironicall Conceſſion 
' to unbridled youth, Walke 
\ « in the Wayes of thine own 
| + Heart, Now what ever it 
' + isOour thoughts dwell moſt 
| | upon, whatever takes up 
 * moſt roome in ourhearts ; 
' , What ever we (with the 
- ; moſt ſeriouſneſle, and the 
Fleaſt ſenſe 'of wearineſſe ) 
' 2 addreſſeour Intentionsto, 
| + plot for, or contrive to ef- 
| feſt; Thele plottings, de- 
' # fignes, anxious and ſoli« 
! citous thoughts are our 
* Wayes. 
Secondly, The Way of 
; the Tongue. The twotold 


Way 


[16 
Way of which Truth and}, 
falſhood are mentioned by}, 
the Plalmiſt, Pſa/,119.29,} , 
30. Remove ' from mee the| ( 
Way of lying, and, I have 
choſen the Way of thy Truth- 
The Way ot the heart is a; 
private hidden path, a fe-) , 
cret way , at which men! FE 
or Devills can make but a! F 
- Conjecturall gueſle ; all che }, 
turnings and windings of Pi 
which,are known to none, 
but him, who is both the 
maker and ſearcher of all. 
hearcs, But when thoughts, 
g<t upon the Tongue, are| I" 
cloathed with ſound, and; 
become vocall, this is iD 
more open diſcovecable. 
Way. Now what ever it .. 


is wee doe moſt —_—_ der 
di : 


[17 ] 
d| diſcourſe upon, molt fre- 
Y | quently plead for, or con- 
>] terreabout cheſe diſcour- 
*\ ſes, pl:adings,c-nfecrings, 
'©\ are our Wayes. 

) Thirdly, The ſeveral 
i Acts of our lives and con- 
"| verſ2-ions are our Wayes. 
al Fob 34. 11. } or the Worke 
a\ of a man ſhall he render nnts 
Ic him. and cauſe every man to 
If find acc. rang to his Wayes. 
©: The worke is the W ay. 
IC. The like we have, Fer.1$, 
ll, 12, latter end, Retyrye y! 
* now every one from bis ev:;ll 
8 ! Way, and maxe your Wt ayes 
fs your Doings 2094. Y our. 
* Doings are your Wa «Ss. 
40+ 1 hefe are the Wayes we : 
It are call'd up.n to Confi- 
'Y; der ; and ſurely reſpeRinz 
(- B ti: - 


4, Es 
the depiorable guilt which|; 
1s upon us , which ſoever! ; 
of theſe we do incounter ;[y 
(while ve ſcarce entercain| x 
a thoughr , which 1s not 
very vaine,or ſpeak a word q 

* Co1.4.6 Þut iS unſealoned *,or per='y 
forme an Action, buc s/y 
light in the ballance: ) we 
have reaſon enough « the|,, 
very beſt of us all) tocry,» 

a Hoyreo quu.c- OUL with holy 2 Ber»«:c6 

quid de mv eft, yard, ord deliver mt a1 


t fin mts, 
ſl libeya f rom that wicked many 


me & iniquo my ſelfe ; and not tru-w 
bemine meſo. filing to our owner 
ſearch ( how induſtriou 
ſoever) implore the Lordſo 
»Pſ.139. tO * ſee if there be any wictkt 
Jaft. ked ay in us, and lead uia 
to the Way everl:fling. w 
Secondly, What is 0th 

to 

| 


[ 


' 


774" "T2709 
Ch[ro Conſider our Wayes ; 
ver/and this we ſhall cndea- 


*" 3]vour to ſpeak ſomething 
all; to, 
wot! Firſt, From the force 
Id of the tranſlated Word, 
er= where it 1s el[ewhere uled. 
| which we meet with, 7 ob 
WE'11. 11. Foy he knoweth 
tel waine men, he ſeeth wicke1- 
cry. neſſe alſo, will he not then 
er*.confider it f He knows, ſees 
mtand will conſider, Ir inti- 
14k mates that * God lookes > cawyt 
ru-weightly, judiciouſly and enfriensd 
ritically upon the world, oy 79: 
onfider ſeems to import «pen the 
. place. 

ordlomewhat more then bare 
p:cknowledge or ſight. Many 
{ wWaman ſees and knowes the 

wy he walkes in, leads to 
Ss the chambers of Death. 


to B 2 and 


$ 


[ 20) 
and that the period of 1t} 
willnot only be the haz4 
zard, but undoubted ruine 
of his precious ſoul- , why 
yet doth not conſider it; 1 
tor a fleight ſuperficial! 
knowledge, a tranſtent paſ-. 
ſing fight, ſeperate or to) 
gether, will not amount do 
conſideration. The wor 
is found. Pſal. 37, 10. For 
get a little while and tht” 
wicked ſhall not be, yea thou 
_— Conſider his place, ant 

it ſhall not be. As if it bad 
bo ſaid, though you havy 
oblerv'd the wicked, ing, 
very proſperous conditio | 
flouriſhing as the greend 
bay ; thcugh you have 
ſometime knowne, the - 
place of his habitation eq | 
minent, 
| 


( 
| 
| 


Fay") 
of ir minenc, ſurrounded with 
a large prolpe&t of his 
land, yer within a while, 
if you ſic downe to Mark, 
. jand ſeriouſly to Weigh 
I All, you ſhall find no foot- 
' ſteps of him remaining ; 
a 4 no poore remainders of (0 
. f ! plentifull an eſtate, as it 
rd bo you ſaw before, was 
tal but preſented 1n 4 Land- 
"oh Skip, or the vaine Tlufton 
pad of an idle dreame, or ſome- 
" thing which had a being in 
. fancy bar not in Nature. 
Secondly, Something 
may be obſerved from the 
Originall © words 
w*<* 1n this verie 
| are traflated Con- 
yo ſider, (er your heart npon 
ha 6d Your: Wayes, as Fob 2. 3+ 
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os 


en 
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C22] 

Haſt thou conſfudered, h ill 

thou laid my ſervant Fob to] « 

thy heart : to conſider is a} t 

heart- work. T he Hebrem | 
word here us'd for heart: 

is very comprehenſive, as! 

«Vid, taking in©the mind, un-| | 

Ligh geiftanding, will and affes; | 

[:r:,, Rions, the cogitati-n;ſtu-! | 
vcrb, dy, councel], motion, and; 
22? the very ſtrength of the' 
heart and mind, So that! 
when the Lord calls us to: 
Conſider, he meanes wee 
thould make. it the very 

bufincfle of our whole} 

ſoules, and doe it with all! 

our mighe. The Reſule of 

all is, that to confider our 

wayes , is Judiciouſly to' 
obſerve,ſ{erioufly toweigh, 
iatenſeiy to regard, duli+ 


gently 


) , 


| 


C23] 
gently toexamine, to pon» 
der,and meditate of them; 
to have a ctitticall in- 
ſight into them, ro-have 
d:icerning apprehenſtons 
5 | 
about them, (O « Cenfidcrat offi. qne 
being them tO cnn/n;s drſ rimmat, 
our hearts, and /-*'/a colligrr, {eere- 
FAYNmBAHT UTIL bits 
Our hearts tO ve[ligat , ve 1fimle 
them. Yea and moe, þ 1 & 
: neata Explora', Hoc 
withall upon the 7,1, 55cnda pre 
fore - mentioned o-d:nat, ad r c9,5- 
ſight, and obſer- '<, "*2i «feds, 
f cor/:1gt exieſſ's, o& 
Vance od d HIme .;:.x; Kadigqudg, Les 
reſolutis tO Cots _—_— Bernard de 
ret their obli- Conſilrcrar. 
quity, by a ſerions endea- 
vour of conformity to the 
ſtraight evenneſle ot- the 
Rale. For it we take the 
metſute of this excellent 
and Chriſtian duty. of ſeif- 


B 4 Re- 


Y / 


[24] | 
Refletio”,as it Iyes in the 
Definition, and -s it is of-' ye 
*W.Troptred tous by a Reverend fi; 
Com. and late Authour, we (tall 
mcnt.vp= eaſily perceive it extends of 
RE to no leſle. To conſider, V 
P. ophcts faith he, Is an a& oft the V 
p. 473- praticall underſtanding yy u 
whereby it refle&s, and h 
ft.yes upon its own inten- n 
tions,and comparingithem 0 
with the Rule, proceeds n 
to lay a command upon 7 
the will and affe&t ons, to * 
put them in execution. _ \ 
And thus are we artived, \ 
ac the third particular pro-: 7 
pounded for explication; ] 
of the Dori: ez which} 
5, is 
How or as to what we are | 
to Conſider our Wayes. F 
And * 


. Coy” 
the And this 1 hail give 
of.” you in foure heacs ; Con- 
end: {1der, 
all Fiſt, Tieir Quality 
ads of what nature are your 
er, Wayes , good or evil: 
he Wayes of fincerity and 
2 uprightneſſe, or wayes of- 
nd hypocriſte and prophane- 
R- nefle,the wayes of the jult 
'm 0c unjuſt. Tſai. 26.7. The 
ds way of the Fuſt is upright- 
on neſſe, what then is yours ? 
to There are foure notes 
whereby wee may diico- 
ed. ver, whether our wayes: 
2-} are,wayes of uprightnelle, 
n. If fo, 
bj Firſt, You will ſet your 
' ſelves not only aginſt: 
e thoſe ftns whichare more 
;roſle and appeat ing,. but 
d * B 5 aiſo, 


[26] 
alſo againſt thoſe which 
are more (piritaall and leſs 
diſcernable. Some finnes 
there are which lye open| 
to. the eye and view of! 
ſuch as we converſe with. 
al in the world , others. 
which none but God and, 
our own hearts are privie' 
£0: ſome which like thoſe: 
of Mary Magdalen fill a 
whole City with the fame 
of them ; others, which 
being poſſibly committed 
within the privacy of 4 | 
Cloſer, or ſevered- from ! 
the oroſſeneſle of an ex- | 
rernall a, doe eſcape the 
obſervance of any. Now 
2gainſt cheſe. of the for- | 
mer ranke, a principle of | 
mora!l prudence is ſuffici- | 
cnt :; 
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C27) 
ent to engage a man, for 
while he 1s. tender-of his 
name, and that credir- and 
repute which he hath ac- 
vired in the world , or 
while he 1s aw'd with che 
ſeverity of the Lawes, be- 
will not appeare an Adul- 
terer or Theife, leaft he 
berray himſelfe within the 
compaſſe of ſuch rigours 
as will couple corporall 
puniſhment with ſhame 
and reproach. But 1t 1s. a 
principle of a higher re- 
mark, which hall enable 
a4 man to fic as a ſevere 
Judge, and paſſe a con- 
demnatory ſentence,upon 


| the baughcinefſe of the. 


heart, and the lewd diſpe- 
{ttions of the ſoule, to the 
| acting. 


[28] 
ating of any thing un- 
ſcemly. And to ſuch pro- 
ceedings as theſe the Ago- 
ſt'e Paul exh-rts all that 
pretend to Chriſtianity, 
2 Cor. 7. 1. Having theſe. 
promiſes , let us cleanſe our. 
elves from all manner of 
pollution both of fleſh and' 
ſpirit, trom the groſſe ob- 
{erv.'ble pollutions of the! 
fleſh, and the leſſe percei- 
vable defilements of the 
ſpiric, and this is the way | 
to perfe& holinefle inthe; 
| fee of God. The Phari- 
* I"*.13ſee could make his * bozſt 
'* bef.re God himſelfe, that 
his lite was free from the | 
noto11icus blots, and open | 
fiichinefſe, which ſullied ! 
the coyerſations of others, ' 


yer | 


[29] 
yet at the ſame time took 
no notice of the rank pride 
-| enthron'd in his ſoule, or 
tf that he placed ſo much of 
{ his confidence, in that 
' Righteouſneſle, he was ſo 
| bold as to plead in the 
preſence of God: But the 
/ true candidate of heaven, 
will endeavour to purifie 
the hea: r, as well as purge 
the hand, and deales wich 
his ſpirituall corruption as 
| well :s fi:ſhly ; for hee 


: knowes, though the one 


may mike him more infa-' 
mous among men, the o- ” 
ther will render him as. 
criminall in the fighr of 
God, 

Secondly, You w1ll be 
carctull ;o refiſt fin in its 
| very 


C30) 
very infancy. The way 
of the juſt is to tread 
the Cockatrice in the 


f Mens d'o dicata, ' epge, ro ftrangle | 


fie caver minora Corruption 1n the 
vitis w #119, cradle, and'refiſt it 


quia a MN nn, 


ciptunt . que In in the very begin» 
mIxima Pr07KHAT. nings the: eok ; he 
+ Bernard. 

thinks ke hall be 
yery diiloyall to God, as | 
well as cruel to himſelfe, | 
if te favour ihe growth | 
and encreaſe of an en:my : 


oe 


toboth. He hath nor gi- | 


ven up himſelfe to the | 


Lord, as Naaman with 
*2Kings* reſerves, and therefore 
5.15% will not keepe 2 Pimmen 
to bow to. It fin be ready 

to plead for it ſelfe, what 
*Gen.19 Lot ſaid of * Zoar, 1s it wot 
" alittleone? heis as ready 
ro 


| 


C3t 
toremember, Ir is yet a 
Serpent, although it be a 
young one. He knows he 
hath read in the Word of 


a * Cloud, whoſe appear- * 1Kings 
ance at its firſt ſetting __ 


forth was like that of a 
hands breadih, which yet 
before Time was growne 
much older , was reach'd- 


! and expanded to. ſuch a 
! ſpacious vaſtneſle, as to- 


become a curtaine to the 
wide compaſle of heaven. 
Nor need he have recourſe 
to any thing but his Read- 
ing and experience 0 IN- 
forme him, what great 
fires rife from little ſparks, 
what- ſtrong conflits a 
drop of poylon. will make 
with the ſoundeſt confti- 

tutton, 


T3] 


tution, or how much theſo 


:*Nmvmp eor3. little * Rexora 15 2-fvi 
am Anion-j 1m Hetocontribute toln! 
ri Alt o div n(la 8 
reaut , ve & ©. (NEarreſt of a ſhip, ſc? 


Priacipk ob 4Atu- though befriendedÞut 


1a ARAM Oal- 


gants. 


with the wind andiw 


And che Poet, Tyde. Therfore theo! 
Parva , Echea'y Spoalſe of Chriſt, g: 
ad. fi (mirum)ma Tak 
r2 puppibus in CANE2+ 15, T ake us 


gens, 


the little Foxes,well|D 
knowing thar little fins, if}Þ 
conniv'd at and indulg'd,iV 
would doe a great deale off 
harm: ; tor whi'e we give}0 
entertainment to a trea-}\V 
cherous {ervant, and make} 3 
him one of the family; | 
who knowes to how many | 
of his theeviſh confede- 
r4-es, he may let open the 
doores, or while we are 
tender of giving a repulle 

0 


| 
| 


| 33 | 
theſto fin in its fi: ſt addreſſts, - * 
5 a-hve do not « 6fider by what 
e topinſenſtd!e*appi0d- «+ paris ira ſure- 
1p,jches it will g:ine wm, 
dedupon us, nor doe , 70 ve'« 
ar, ver Dis (Xx Uht- 
andhwee know when pips exit 
thejonce wee a;c en- Az, / ac ori- 
iſt, |g1g'din the aſcent, {1m 4 vat 
us (whether, wee'ſhall Palling, in Sa- 
ell}be able to defiſlt — Bar. 
. ifibefore we be arriv'd at the 
'd,ivery height of wicked- 
of jneſle, For no man doth at 
vejonce , make fuch a ſhip- 
-2-Iwrack of his Innocence, 
ke | as to become the chiefeſt 
y, | of ſioners,but it is through 
1y | 2 graduall proceeding in 
e- | thoſe wicked arts that the 
16 | ſoule at laſt comes to be 
re] array'd in (carler, & crim- 
ſe j ſon. There was a time 
'0 =. woe 


34] 
*:Kings when * Hazael did abhorty ce 
'23* the thought of what id w! 
proceſle of time he dig cc 
not bluſh to doe, and they 1! 
are, to whoſe once chaſ 
eares a laſcivious word wy fl 
the moſt unwelcome diſt ſe 
greeable ſound, who now hi 
with 9uartil/a, er wha 
other Lais may contend b 
for priority , who are af Þ 
laſt become the wonder of C 
themſelves, and with Iph# v 
erates the Athenian Gene; ! 
rall, are ready to cry ouff | 
{as he in the midſt of hig) 1 
criumphs,they inthemiddt; * 
of rheir fins ) «# 5 w #13 aff | 
from what to what ? from ' 
what modeft beginnin? 
( comparatively ) to what 
bold and itmpudent pro- 
ceedings,| 


| 
bl 


[35] 

ceedings , and thence to 
y what diſmall and fatall 
q conc'uſtons. And had the 
{ /rophet David tr nuouſ- 
Fly oppos'd his fin at the 
rſt, wuien it betray'd 1t 
{a ſelfe in a wanton glance, 
he had not bedabbled his 
hands in the innocent 
blood of Uriah , after he 
had defiled his bed , nor 
clogg'd his Conſcience, 
* wich fo much puffl:,15 that 
; nver of teares wherewith 
ke watered his Couch till 
$ it did * (wimme,could ne- * Pſal, 6. 
ver be able toexpiate, nor * 
aj entaild a (word upon his 
2m} family to ſ@ long a ſucceſ- 
2s fron of his poſterity, nor 
xt! been the deplorable in- 
0-| ſtance, whereby to let 0- 
thers 


* Gal. 5. very * arcaſions and * ap 
* x Theſ, P£4rances of evill, But th 
5.322, we Cannot keep it at ( 


36] 
thers underſtand, how | 
ſin will improve its victeſ 
ties, or how many folds « 
the Serpent will followf 
after he hath gotten enj 
trance for his head, It ig 
therefore the beſt ang (a i 
feſt ro follow that Coun! 1 
cell which the Almighty, 
himſelfe givesus, Exod.23{c 
7. Keep thee farre from an... 
evill maticr, and ſhun th 


1 


defired a diſtance, but that 
wee ſhall be ſenſible of its 
ſtirrings and motions in 
us: ler us yet think it out 
duty as well to (ek to} 
daſh in pieces the brats off 


Edom,as to entec the com-F 
bat 


\ 
c 
f 

( 


Wx-0 , 
Was 5 - dia 
iP with (ons of Anak. 
Thirdly , If our wayes 
he wayes of uprigheneſle ; 
yhen we are employ'd in 
.tholy acre we ſhall mind, 
; (;jnot only the matter, bur 
wanJ"E Manner we performe 
ho them 11. Not only pray, 
þ ok labour to doe it in 
*Ffaith and tervency,as thoſe 
which have a deep ſenſe 
of the neceſſities we are 
4\prefl'd with, the burdens 
” - we 8.0an under;the wo:th 
h of thoſe precious ſou'es 
we carry about with us, 
» | ve ſhou:d pur up firong 
"qTcryes, as boſe that know 
while we are in.th-s pil- 
grimage we have various 
and very potent adve (4- 
riezt0 encounter, and as 
| thole 


[33] 
thoſe who would inter 
heaven in our quarrel! fil 
becauſe our ſelves ca 
bring nothing but weakg! 
nefl2 into the field s oþ 
when we are mer in thei 
I erds houſe to heare hig! 
word, we ſhall labour tc 
doe it with aﬀecticn andqh 
zeale, with that raiſecneſle 
of ſoule, thar thirſt andl 
ardour , thoſe allowab't 
tranſports, befirting thar 
reception of fo ſw:er 2 
Embaſhe, wherein thr 
bei:e uf all things is pleaſ dF 
to beſpeake our afftetion 
for himſe't, and lets us toffi 
ki.ow th:t (if we be wilt 
ling ) the nupti: 11s ſhall befa 
folemriz'd in the King 
.dome of Gl. ry, And as inſt 
pray” 


L391 
erefpraying and hearing, (oin 
rellþll orher dut es, the Lord 
caqwil! be worſhipped in*{pi- « job. 4. 
eakſit and in Truch; but if we 23. 
- opnly tender the ſumme 
th&nd number, in holy and 
 higeligious ſervices, without 
r tdooking after uprightnefle, 
anqheate and vigour, life and 
efſAtrengthin their diſcharge, 

an&his 1s not worſhipping 
ab'«God in truth, but mock- 

than2 the Almighty with a 
© anpaine ſhow. For externalls 

than Religion, the iabour of 
-aſd@be lip and lungs, are but 
.on$ead C :rcaſes, if ſeparate 

s toffrom that holy frame and 
wilemper of ſoule, which is , 
| befas it were, the very forme | 
ng-0 animate and give life ro 
nſthem, 


Fourthly, . 


[ 40 ] 
Fourthly, If your waye 
be wayes of uprightneſly} 
you will not take up wit | 
any meaſure of Grace al « 
ready a:tain'd, This wa ' 
the way cfthe great Ap. 
ſtle of the Gentiles. Phij 
3.13,14. But this one thi 
1 doe, forgetting thoſe thin 
whics ere behi-d,aud reac 


| 

each | 

ing forth to thoſe thing | 
g 

ſ 

\ 

y 


which are before, 1 pre] 
toward the mark , for th 
prize of the high calling iy * 
Chriſt Jeſus As to tne( 
temporal & terrene t'-1ng 
moſt men are poſſ*{{'] 1 
with anunſatiable Dropf ! 
* Cr:ſcit fie,” or a kind of Doglik 


Amor : | 
”urmi Appetite, the more they i! 


q"=11nm have, the more they d 
pſx 44 fires ſa h as have heapeq e 


C: 


aa cr- 
" 
[ 


U 


[41 ] 
up to themſelves ſo much 
wealth, as if they meant 
to vye with bo-h the 1»- 
dies, yet know no place, 
where to erect tneir Ne 


plas ultra. Or ſhew us the 
{ man whom the world be- 


lieves*latiate with « ,,ciri ms Grome- 
honours, and but rs docer Jatifien- 


| Vi a ata, pots doc:- 
glutced wich plea- a', ſurmodo menncy 


(ures, and we will ,uanuwm homini {it 
build him a ſtaiue, ſ«!s, Sen, Epic. 


and receive him as * 


4 30 lefle then a prodigy, 
} We reade of an Alexander 


weeping he couid extend 
his Conqueſt» no turther 
then this one we rld, and 


. . I 'F ( it 
labouring for brea.b, as if ;;1.. 


el/e2 


he were Pent up in t00j's 


' narrow aroome. Of ano- 


108 (Ut (fts 
Cit 0: bis, 


&E jtxat inful'x angulto | mite mundi,ut Gai & 
C.auſus [copuls PXv9; Seripha. Javenal 1:4. 
EE - 


{at,10, 


+ * 
»fiwk 
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ther who railes at Nature} 
and quarrells with thef 
ſhortneſle of mans lfe, ay ; 
ſuficing only to tempt ; 
che appetite with a taſt of | 
pleaſure. What ſhall thelg 
tanatick fooliſh things,cal- » 
culated for a day , which t 
periſh in the ufing, wrach 
and tenter our defires to 4 ( 
reſtlefle , and unſatisfied j 
longing, while we are cons x 
rented to fit downe with! x 
the meaneſt pr 

of Grace. Shall we witl 


T«cit, Otho in Tacitus ( projicert; 
Annal.ab (? J : 


thy methods of purſuity x, 
too few, to gaine a ſmall a 
portion of earthly things| 

when 


[43] 
re,| when yet in our accounts a 
the} faint & languiſhing wiſh is 
ay aprodigal expence,though 
NPY it might help to land us at 
t off heaven * let us rather learn 
ele of that gallant Heathen, 
cal} * ro trample on that paul. * 25ri«- 
ICY try traſh,and deſpiſe thoſe 5%: 
ach beggarly riches, which 
O Q ſparing waſts, and ſpend- 
ing looſes ; and take uþ a 
on more legitimate thirſt, af- 
VII} ter ſuch as will run a line 
_ paralell with the Immor- 
VIE? rality of our ſouls, It was 
cert, Paterculus his character of 
' Cato, that he waS a 1 j1,aul ie 
man, that carried a quem fmilizus 
vOr4 neare reſemblance [2/4 /nrocente, 
uit ro vertue it ſelfe,  * 
mal} and may it not ſhame our 
1854 dull defires after Grace ? 


L 44 ) 


m Nec jamſer- Heroick Ceſar "could| 
i; ng *- not beare a man be- 
Pompeiuſue fore him , in his am- 
_— by bitious courſe, and he 
um dum quid CMOught ncthing don} 
ſupercſſet agen while any ching was! 
*#m. to doe ; and miy it not 
* ſerve to rouz up the {leep-| 
ing courage of a ſtationa- 
nary inthe Chriſtian race: 
Wee are modcſt even to/ 
wickedneſle, while herein! 
we ſuffer all ro goe before 
us ; but its aver y becoing, 
practice, to tranſlate into! 


| 
( 
; 
our own lives, what evel, 
I 
a 
a 


we fee fairly writ in ano! 

thers ; and the contentic 

is yet more noble, whe! 

ir 15 no: only tor emulatif , 

on but victory. For whilt, / 

we remember that he wha 
hath 


py 


aa 


hult 
wha 


xath 


| 
| 


| and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thon 


C45 ] 


hath ſet*barres co the Sea, * Job 38. 


19, 


come and no further . hath 
yet ict no {tint or limit 
coa Chriſtian in his hoy 


| courſe; and while we doe 
* conſider art what an almoſt 
' Incredible diſtance the ve- 


ry greateſt examples of 
piety,are from pertection, 
how far the fleeteſt arrow 
drops ſhort of the mark; 


' we Cannot but concluce 


there is rome enough tor 
the beſt of our endeavours; 
and that where God hath 
n.'t bounded us with Ii- 


| its, we ought not £2 {et 


STK 'S | 


any to our ſelves. That © 
alvice of the © Heathen Sik 
04105, id optimum (ſ7 , 
ſe td 2tGuiueres, full ton o 
Plaut, Tin, Act. 2, 


C 3 


tute ut [2 Optirnrs 5 
{ 15 P0115 PYOX:MBUS + 


may 


[ 46] 
may be whiſper'd in the} 
eare of any Chriſttan,ever 
think it beſt to be the beſt, 
that if the ſucceſle anſwer 
not thy deſire, thou may- 
eſt at leaſt be the next to 
him that is {03 as 1t is with 
thoſe who defigne the at- 
tainment of the Philoſo-} 
phers ſtone, though thei}. 
hotteſt purſuite, and moſt} 
accurate ſearch,canno: dif-; 
cover where it is, that (o| 
admirable Elixar lurkes,| 
yet they meet with many; 
choice and exquiſite (er! 
crets by the way,and thoſe] 
medalls at the ſame time} 
both rempt them to think 
th:re is a mine, and with- 
all are the ſweet rewards! 
of their former paines.) 

Be-; 


C47] 


Beſides, wee muſt know 
that although divine ap- 


| probation doth accompa- 


ny the meaneſt, the loweſt 
degrees of grace ; yet they 
are thoſe higher meaſures, 

which are crown'd with 
Encomions, and which are 
attended with the greateſt 


gloryings and boaſtings n 


God. Methinks this very 


| Jak conſideration ſhould 
| be enough co bring us 1nt9 


a kind of *® Giſplea- » S* mor tit a Te 
ſure, with what we 754! 4#04 0, #7 


s perventre ad 


are at preſent, that j9 4x04 "non Cs, { 


if poſſible that ve+ dixcri nfs pre 
Avend 


ry diſpleaſure may '* © © My 


be to us in ſtead of a pul- 
ley, to wind us vp to 1 
oreater height, Confſi- 
der the _—_ of you” 
Wayes, Pp 96- 


[43] 

Secondly , 'Wee muſt 
Cenfider the Tendency 
of our Wayes, Anima quo 
tends? is a good Queſtion, 
and frequently to be put ;} 
Whither tend you , tof 
ruine and Deſtruction, or} - 
ro peace and felicity 2? [t is 
3 ma:te: of no triviall con- 
ſequence to underſtand, tof 
what taven we are bound, 
& to what period the ways 
we are at preſent in, will 
at laft bring us, Now leaſt 
we (hou'd be deceived in 1 
cale {0 1impartant, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt hath ſet a black! 
brand upon ſome Wayes, | 
tht eve y foote meh 
ſhya them, 1 Cor. 6 9. 
Know pu yo! thit the un- 
rishtoows ji. all not 7nherit | 


the 


49 ] 

uſt] the Finedome of God? Be 

xcy| n0t decerved, neither Forni- 

quol Cators , nor Idolators, nor 
 Adulterers, nor Thieves, 

It; mor Covetoirs , nor Drien- 

tal kards, nor Kewilers, nor 

or! Extortioners , ſhall inherit 

ris) the Kinzdome of GOD. 
What a dreadfull Eccho 

o have thele laſt words. ſh./ 

1d, mot inherit the Kingdome of 

aye God? The Apoſtle uthers 

jj] in che whole with a be not 

iſt, arceived, intimating how 

2 £00 to9 apt we are to be 

0-. gull 'd and abafcd in thinvs 

kj of this natu'e. For not: 

s,} only [init (ee 15 deceit- 

uf rull,* but the ſinaers heart * Reb. ;, 
9. is{0 allo, * and hereby it, 4 
;j- * COMSsS to paſle, that we A af 
it; arenokeld muca impoſed 
Upon, 


—— 
— 
( s 

WA 


» 


upon, through the ſpeci 
ous pretences, faire appea 
rances, or fallacious infi 
nuations of fin, as becanſ; 
we will have it to be (0; 
that weare betray'd,is be4 
cauſe our ſelves are cons 
* Non ef quod (piratours * 1n the 


euiquam noſtram 
ad [cribamits #- 
Tumnam #1 vg- 
lutati ; Nemo 
noſprum tencatur 
ad culpam , niſi 
v0luntate proprid 
def. xerit Volun- 
tarinum fibi mili- 
tem eligit Chri- 
us, voluntarium 
[ervum (ib; Dia- 
bolus auttiona- 
ur. Ambroſ, de 
vit. beati. 


* Jadg. 16. 17, conceale where lay 


[ 50 


creaſon;and that we 
are bound and en- 
{lhav'd , wee ought 
not to impute 1t (0; 
much to the force! 
of Temptations, as 
co our own tollies,. 
who * Samſon - like 
have not been able | 
co be (o faithfull to 
our ſelves, as to 


- 


our ſtrength. We are wil- 
fully deate, deafe as Ad- 


ders * 


(51) 


ders to the poſitive decia- 
rations of the Word, and 
thouzh ic thunder out a 
woe to the oppreflour,and 
tell the Drankard, There 
is death in the pot;though 
it informe the Reviler bis. 
* Religion ts 13 vaine;, and 


the Adulterer thar he can. 


cells his claime to the hea- 
venly inheritance; though 
it let usto know that theſe 
ſeverall wayes have a di- 
_ tendency to everclaſt- 
| that they are 
ra 2s will infallib!: y lay 
the ſoule undec the juſt 
wrath of an incenled God; 
that wholoever hath a 
toote in ſuch paths (it he 
make not a ipeedy 


ruine , 


2nd 


ſeaſonable returne ) ſhall 


doui:ts 


Wi 

doub I: le fall into fuch 
a precipice, a pir (o fatally 
despe, that thence there 
are no retu: nes: yet are we 
ſo bruitiſh as to preterre 
our own conceptions, be- 
fo e what ever it can (ay : 
and togratifie the luſtings 
of our fleſh, to the appa- 
rent hazzard of our preci- 
ous {oules. Wh:n the Se- 
natcurs of Rome emter'd 
the Senate-houſe, they 
were remember'd of their 
duty, by a ſuch like In: 
{cription over the doore, 
See the Common wealthtake 


"N* quid i go [ack ; it would not be 
Cl 197 Ne 

a » . mille it when we are a- 

.C:;izz, bour to begin an ation, 

or engage inany Way that 

isncw , we have the ſame 

Cares 


— gr RE TOES 
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cares for our ſoules; and 
'the rather becauſe no Re- 
publique is ſo long liv'd. 
We are nicely tender of 
our bodies, which yet are 
but the flaves of Death, 

bur carcaſles of the Man, 
and we ate not willing to 
expoſe them to a guſt of 
aire when we think it may 
| prejudice our he:Ith, ler 
vs be as appichenſive of 
the dangers of the ſoule, 

and proceed with the like 
{ heedfu!] Cautions,fiace in 
th: neglz&Rs of that, we are 
moſt properly laid to neg- 


let our © ſelves. Conſi- @vicer- 


| de the Tendency of your?!" 5 
| | Wwe. non fe. fed 
| fravile 


cducumq; domiciiium, at qu: animam, alle [C 


vOenceline. Cicero. . 
Thirdly, 


[54] | 
Thirdly, Conſider thq 
ſutableneſs of your wayes;] ©< 


and this in four reſpe&s, | 
Firſt, How they ſuite '© 
with Gods diſpenſations} 
to his Church and people. h 
When 7/rael was in thel P 
field, and the Army ex- i 
pos'd toall the injuries of 
the weather,and hardth ps 
*2 Sam. of the Camp va'tant Uy4- 
"1" ah*could not think 1c meet] 
for him alone, to taſt the| 
otherwiſe allowab.e de-| 
lights, and warrancaile} 
conveniences of his houſe, | 
*Nchem. When good * Nehemiah 
I. 3-4: ( though a favourite at 
Court ) did but heare the 
Tragicall newes of Ferw- | 
ſalems deſolatigs, he could 
not but entertaine them 
wich * 


—— ww —_ 


[55] 
the with a face (o (ad, and a 
yes;| countenance ſo ſolemne, 
is. [as the King was able to 
1ite] reade the trouble of his 
ons! Mind , 1n the paleneſle of 
ple,| his viſage z when the Pro- 
thel phet 1ſaiah * was about to + 17a; 24, 
ex.| toretell the day of tread- 4, 5. 
of} ing downe 1n the walley of 
ps| ®i/0n, the day of crouble 
1.4 and perplexity from rhe 
Lord God of Hoſts ; he 
he thinks it reaſon ſufficient 
to break forth into thoſe 
le | paſſionate and pathetick 
> | expreſſions, Look away frons 
oh, | wee, 1 will weep bitterly, 
labour not to comfort mee, 
e | &c. But there wanted this 
. |} ſuitableneſle in the King 
1 | and his favourite, Efth. 3. 


; 1T5.Andit is very obſerva- 
' ble 


| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
þ 
; 


; 
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ble whar ſpecia!l notice 


r 


the holy Ghoſt cook of itH, 


The words are, So tht 
King and Haman went 1 


h 
«© 


to drink , [| But } the Cit 


tie Suſhan was perplexed: 
why, was this a matter (c 
ſtrange, a thing watch nc 


ac 


W 


age had heretofore beenſþ 


acquainted with, tor 2 
King and his favourite to 
drinke t.,gether? No (ure; 
nor was that the matter; 
no doubt but Haman who 
enjoy 'd the monopoly of 
his Princes favour , who 
was the very Idoll of the 
Court for every knee to 


bow to, then whom {( be- | 


tides himſelfe ) Ahaſuerws 


hs hundred and twen: | 


ty Provinces knew not 2 
ere:ter 


ſu 
tl 


Fl 


S 
t 
a 
x 


, 
: 
£ 


| L57]) 
iÞpreater man ; I ſay, no 
ft i:Houbr bur he had more 
{hen once receiv'd the like 

 MF:vour, nor was he culpa- 
 Cihle in it,fo long as he kept 
cedyithin the bounds of mo- 
© (Rgeration and Temperance, 
1 with reſpect to the ſeafon ; 
CIlbut for them to doe it at 
© Much a time, to carowlſle 
 lfthen, to allow themſelves 
Ire}in mirth and jollity, when 
T3 Syſhan was perplex'd,when 
lo] their hearts were heavie, 

of] and the ſouls of the Lords 
ho] * *people clave to the duſt ; * Pl.rt9. 
be] this is the blame. The like om 
| emphaticall [| But J you 
| hive, Amos 6, 5, 6 verles, 
# | That drink wine 11 bowler, 
« | that anornt themſelves with 


| the chiefe ointments ſtretch. 
'K | them- 


[58] 


themſelves upon bed; of Wha 
fic 


ſelves inſtruments of mu dr 
ſick like D avid, But ] they hc 


are not grieved for the af4 on 


vory, aud invent to the 


flitions of Foſeph. Indeed 


 *Fer.45.1t1S ſad for men Baruch 


Fo 


* Amos 
3. &$ 


like to ſeek great thing 
for themſelves, when God 
is laying wa, pliucki 

up what he had plantcd 
and pulling downe., what 
he had built. When the 
* Lien roares the beafts 

the forreſt tremble , when 
one ſ{choliar is whipt the 
reft quake ; when a houſe 
is on fire, each of the 
neighbours is in fear of his 
own; whe: othe:s ſuffer, 
vt becomes not us to be 


altogether unſenſt»le, to! 
have 


F- 


[59] 
* Ff have no touch of compaſ- 
*m-\ fion towards them in di- 
rj drefle, for we know not 
hey how ſoon the ſcourge may 
af4 overtake us,and thoſe ſor- 
ee rowes we would no wile 
h | reſent whi'e they were 
gy others, we may have time 
:odf enough to lament as our 
og owne. Sure Chriſtians 
ſhould be perſons of pub- 
lique ſpirits, and as mem- 
bers of the ſame body, 
ſhould have a fimpathy 
and fellow-teeling of the 
calamities and afflitions 
of their Brethren, He who 
ne} 1s the head of the Body 
profeſles his deep ſenſe of 
r, | their ſufferings, * 1 all* 2.63 
| their afflikions 1 was af- 
0} flicked : and the Apoſtle 
| Paul, 


— 


= [ 60 ] 
- va Cer. Paul, * Who i dfflifted, 


I1.29., 


liv! 
I burne not. 1 conteſle ic 


it be a glaſſe eye, orſt 
wooden legge,we doe 19 &e 
wonder if 1t have no lenly gel 
of what the true membey{he 
of the body ſuffer ; butiÞ &x 


we be reall Chriftians ; 


6, 


cleave to the roefe of 


mi 


*I\.137.T forget * thee, O Fernſaf i 
lem , then let my tongd re 


re 


mouth, and my right hang 
forget to feele the beatg 
of muſicks pulſe,in its ma4 


ny (weete and melodio 
accents. 

Secondly, Cor ſider how 
your wayes, ſuite with 


Gods wayes towards yog| 


Hath the Lord given you 
many and great talents! 
Are you et up as (o many 

living! 


| 


F 
tl 


| 


r 
( 
\ 
( 


*, ... 
A living monuments of mer- 
© icy 2 Have you been the 
"T {ſubjects of many unexpe- 
0 ted preſervations, ſtrange 
-M9 deliverances 2 Have you 
XI been ſeated under variety, 
It excellency,continuance of 
3 } meanes of Grace? O then : 
4 what fruic, what ſuicable 
4 returnes for ſuch plcatifull 

| receipts ? what an{werable 

4 emprovements have been 
i? made of ſo aumerous mer- 
MW cies ? When Ahaſueris, a 
5 Heathen Prince,had heard 
the ftory of CMordeca?'s 
W1 faithtulnefſe , and loyalty 
Nf read, he could not paſſe ir 
| over, without enquiing- 
4 what hath been done * to + ov. 5. 
| Hordecai for this? When - 
we recount with our ſelves 
how 


VP moogan tem ores wor owns» mere GP rr 


wl 


[62] 
how much grace & goody wh 
neflſe, the bounty of Heaſhec 
ven hath richly diſpenced pre 
co us and ours, paft and wh 
preſent ; in common gr] no 
titude, the ſame inquiriey w: 
ſhould be made, and we ret 
ſhould demand of owf mc 
ſelves,what hath been don Wa 
to the Lord for this? ous 
therwiſe we fruftrate his} an 
expeRations, who lookes T! 
for ſomething of a harveſt, in 
where he hath been a libe-] it 
rall ſower. -When 71/az. 5.| fo 
2, he had fenced his Vine] pt 
yard,and gathered out the} ca 
ſtones thereof, and planted| w 
-it with .the choiceſt Vine, | tl 
and made a Wine-preſſe] 0! 
therein; he looked that it| il 
ſhould bring forth grapes; | tt 

when 


[6] 


when the Lord hath ſet a 


exſhedge of protection and 


preſervation about us z 


nd} when his bowells have bin 


r+ 
'ol 
ve renewed upon us every 


no ' way ſtreightened to- 
wards us, but his favours 


morning and moment ; he 


of waites for ſomething from - 
Jus that may ſome way 
5 anſwer his care and coſt. 


Thus when weare broughr 
into marveilous * light, + iper... 
it is that we might ſhew 9. 
forth the praiſes, vertues, 
perfetions, of him who 
called us thereunto; and 
when we are brought into 
| the * liberty of the Sons * 1Pcr.2, 
of God, it is intended we ** 
ſhould be ſo far ſenſible of 
that freedome, as nor to 

yeild 


_—_— 


__ 


yeild our ſelves ſervant 


aad flaves to the Juſts « 
Our ſelves or others. Buy 
if in Goſpel times. we li 
in the pr: Rice of ſuch (int 
as very Heathens waul 
bluſh at, if we ſtumb 
then, whea truth is at he 
highnoone, and fall fow| 


* Luk. 1, when the day ſpring*froi 


78, 


on high hath vificed us 
chis is to be guilty of 
baſeneſle which eliwher 
we pafle very ſevere Cen 
ſures upon, and which w: 
are not able to pardon ut 
our fellow-creatures,whik 


we thinxe we are defrau| 
ded of that profit _ " 


we might in juſtice have 
expected. Thus whe we 


fee a tree planted in a fer) 


tile 


[65] 
tile ſole, ſpreading forth 
its roots in the fatteſt 
if earth, and fer by the * ri-* Pal. x. 
vers of water,whoſe emp- 3: 

{ ty branches are only clo3- 

{ thed with leaves, wee ay 

chat ungratefull Trunk 

< mocks the care of its 1n- 

14 duſtrious owner, and de- , 

mf mands the Axe. Or if wee 

of meet with the leanenefle 

4 of * Pharaohs Kine, upon + G. n, 1 
if thoſe which are kept in "2 

nf the greene and chtoiceſt 

} Paſtures, 2re we not very 

i ' querulous, and ready to” Pc whi 
}} poure out our complaines 7" 7m 
| Into every eate we doe Cn- e/? wiv: 
i counter? What 1s this but 74 
zl Out of our own mouths to y;,, 

| judge cur ſelves 2 and in- * 

.| deed if we find the ſame | 
| * 1 - un- 


os + 


unfruitfull leaneneſſe up- 
on us , thongh ſeated in;|dar 
the ſame advantages, why, cal 
ſhonld wee be ſo Ars wh 
3% not to paſſe the ſame Þ0V 
{enſure upon the ſame J"P! 
cauſe? fir 
Thirdly, Conſider Chri-þ 8 
ſtians , how your Wayes | fo! 
now, ſuite with your firſt | 2 
Wayes, your firſt aings | 0) 
of Grace, When firſt the þ 
Lord burſt the ſhackles of ſ 
your ſpirituall bondage; | 
when the fetters of that & 
diſmall Captivity were | * 
newly fallen off, when:| '? 
your feete which ſtuck | 
Jaſt in the mire, were by 3 > el 
the ſignal] kindneſle of the h 
Lord free'd thence; when | {| 
from a dungeon. of thick Y 
dark- 


J- £67] 

n;{darkneſſe, you were firſt 

y.{cald into marvellous light; 

f when the ſenſe of Gods 

e Yoving kindneſle lay freſh 

e {upon your ſoules, in theſe 

firſt breakings forth of 

lighr, you were like the 

fountain of the*Sun + 1, 2,,; 

warme at leaſt with Hammony Tem- 

| love; bur why alſo _ nin 

like unto it, ſhould c:par, que [ub 

your coldneſs grow {#c# oruum, rc 

a3 the light increa- 7%. prog 
ſes * Ar your firſt diginz. Q,Cu:- 
ſetting forth you *-1. 4. 
ran to purpole, then what 
wasit, could impaire the 

>elteeme of Chriſt in your - 
hearts 2 With that brave* Lydovi- 
ſpirited Knight in *.7; ba en. 
Freach Knight, (going with others to ex- 

 ccution, yer in reſpe&t of his dignity, not 
bound as they with a chaine )) is ſaid :6 cry 

D 2 Ys 


c—_—_ 


ET —_—x>” 
, 


ad. 


Pry 09 
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out ro him who bound them, Cy #0 & m 
quoq, ro:que donas o& infienss bujws ordiny 
militem creas ? Thuan, HR. 


-; 


2x, you counted (uffrings 

for Chriſt a new addition 

to your honours ; while 

. you were as ambitious of 
the chaine, as others to te 
brethren of the order of 

the George, or to ſhare in 

the forraine dignities of 

the Golex fleece, Was | 
not your (ole griefe , the; 
very anguiſh and trouble: 
of your (\pirits, that you, 
could love Cunaisr no 
more, {ſerve himno better? 
You could then ſay of the 
worlds allurements, as $9- 
u Er nobis crates © refuſing Alcibiades 
nofrn MN his ( almoſt royall ) pre- 
H0, \ , 
ſents 5 Even poor Socrates 
hath 


| 


ot oro, , 


> m 
rainy 


ings 
tion 
hile 
$ of 
Le 

of 
Inf 


of 
11+ 
te 
I 


a 


s 


c 
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hath his Ambuton ; or as 
Plato to the CMuſitians, 
Philoſophers can dine and 


ſup witheut you. 1 beſeech 


\ you Chrift:aas reca!l ir to 


mind,was there not a day, 
and was rot that the time, 
when your hearts were 
reacy to Eccho back to 
eve:y precept 7 when yoa 
thonght che pikes of no. 
perill, roo ſhaipe to run 
upon for Chriſts ſake * 
when you were we!l facif- 
fd, to have your credit 
cropp'd, your reputation 
Injured;your goods ſpoil d, 
your perſons ſacrificed , 
and'your blooming beau- 
tics ( with Sparina-ln 4m - 
broſe ) expoted to the vio- 
lences of your own hands , | 

D 3 when: 


when any of theſe ſhoulq gi 

hinder the ſhine of Chriſt} ,n 

What holy fires then fla C 

med in your breſts,what 4 yy 

* 9m; * conſtraining power then}, x 

* had the love of Chriſt in} 

* Cant.8, you © many wateis *could} 32 
c 

| 


7- notquench ir,no not allay 
it, How is it then that 
* Rev, 3. * Epheſus-like, you h 
+ left yourfirſt love 2 How! 
comes it to paſſe that yo n+ 
Quondam adivitie gp 
ſtrength in ſpiritualls, is 
thus cramp'd and benum- | 
med, and that ſpirituall la- 
X D3fimu- zineſſe, and debility, {UC- 
intione ceed in their places 2 Or 
ſua mul- 
riplices that your former __ 
glorie like *Falianz are ſnllye 
exr/# 0%: ith your preſent = 
| Ammian, while your affeRions are | 


Marcell, divided # 


ml 
divided betwixt Chriſt 

and the world; thoſe for 

Chriſt are ſcarce warme, 

which before ſuch diviſion 

role toa flame z they run 

now in as low a chaanell 

as the River Lee ? is ſaid to | Tues 
doe, upon King Alfreds "7" 
divifton of it, boats could 

ſcarce (wtm, where ſhips 

of burden uſed to ride. 
Brethren, having begunin 

the ſpirit, why tend you 
towards an end in the 

fleſh ;* Tow ray well , and *Gal.z.3 
as the * Apoſtle, who hi- * Gal.s.7 
dred you? or what * Erin- » ane 


gium have you ſince eaten? 9-163 «ne 


ca Id 
Have you therefore for ws 


gotten the Lord Jeſus,be- totumgre. 


gem quaſs 
ſubſetere cogit tantiſper dum acctdens capraris 
ns eam eximai. Sphinx, Philoſoph. 


D 4 caule. 


* Numb, 
13. 233. 


[72] 
c2uſe he remembred you ? 
or in that little progrefle 
you have made in the 
wayes of holinefſe, h.ve 
you met with any thing of 


frand and coſenage, which | 


might indeed cauſe you 


to repent of your tormer | 


forwardnefle * Say I pray 
you, is not the ſervice of 


Jeſus Ch:iſt, the continu- 


all feaſt of a good conict- 
ence; the reſting under the 
eye and (ries of the King 
of Heaven, as profitable, 
pleaſant, as {weetly delict- 
ous aS they have b.en re- 
preſented toyou © By the 
taſt you have had of thoſe 
few cluſters *(a ſampler of 
the fruits of theland ) are 
you able to bring an evil 

report 


r 
Y | 
t 


| 


73] 
report gpon that, which is 
indeed ſo good ? After ha- 
ving ſipt of the fountaine 
*of lvicg waters,is it poſ- * Jer. 2. 


\ fible for you ro ſay they *'3: 


are brackiſh. and unplea- 
ſant. Aftcr having enjoyd 
ſomething of the preſence 
of Chriſt,and waik'd ſome 


; turnes with the King in 


the * Galleries, are you {o * Canr.7,. 
farre prejudiced as tocon- #: 
clude, there is not that 
torme and * comelineſle, * 1a. 53.. 
that grace and (weetneſſe ** 
in him that you ſhuuld fo 
ſtrengly, deſire him, as: 
heretofore y ou have don ? 
Methinks 1 heareche Lord 
ſpeaking to you, as. once 
to Iſrael, *' 0 my people, *Mich:s:.. 
i: I.done Aa = ff. 
D 5 ard. 
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and wherein have 1 weari\ a 
ed thee ? teſtific azainſ} L 
* Iſa, 43, ee 3 put me in* remem| ft 
26, brance , let us plead toge| |: 
ther ; declare that \ 4 ut 


mayeſt be juſtified. As if 

hef la Coed, What} c 

is it that hath rebated thek, 1 

edge of your once eaget} | 

deſires ? Since at the firſt} « 

your driving was like| 

* 2 King, that of * Fehu the ſon of.. | 

9.20. Ningſhi , what is it that 

hath clogg'd your Chariot 

wheeles 2 Since you were 

once in the wayes of righ- 

* 2 Sam, teouſneſle, ſwift as * Aſa 

» 3" hehwhat murdered* Ama, 

- 20, 12. ſa wallowing in his blood, * 
have you encountered up- 

on the way? whereby you | 

are arreſted in your baſt, » 

and © 


es. ada 


> - 
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and ftand as ill, as if with 


Lots wife, your limbs were 


ſtiflned inco a * pallar of * Gen.19 
falr, or your feet chang'd *5: 


igto roots, had fix'd you 
tothe earth in the likeneſs 
of trees. Have I preſſ'd 
you to impoſſible things ? 
Have I layd burthens up- 
on your ſhoulders, beyond 


what your ſtrength is.* a- * r Cor. 


ble to bear ? Have the ve- 
ry meaneft of your ſervi- 
ces , met with diſpropor- 
tionable rewards ? or have 
I not even prevented your 
very wiſhes, 6 been more 
forward to beſtow , then 
your ſelyes have been rea- 


Iv, IJ. 


dy * roaske? Well Chri-* Jeh.1s, 
ſtians, if any ſhall caſt *+ 


their eyes upon this page, 
| who 


C76] 
who have unbent their en- 
deavours, or flackned of 
rheir former diligence in 
the wayes of piety, let 
'*x Per. then gird * up the loines 
1.13. of their minds; remember 
* Revel, Whence they are * fallen, 
>. 5. and doe their firſt workes, 
Fourth'y,Confider how 
your Wayes ſuite with 


your hopes. Have you not | 
Sf 
In - 


* 1Pzr.5.4 Crowne of Glory 
+. youreye? Arc you not in 


expectation, that: when | 
* 2 Cor, thele *tabernacles of clay, * 


5.1. y. ur bodies, are crumbled 


into duſt, you ſhall have a 

* 2 Cor. * houſe, -not made with 
5- '- hands, a building, the au- 

 _ thour and maker whereof 

is God * Is not your am- 

bition direted at ſuch 
things, 


” = + 


——— Ay __ 


C77] 


things ,- as * eye hath not * x Cor. 
ſeene , nor eare heard; nor *-9- 


hath entred into: the heart 
of man toconceive: Tell me 
if your aſpiring thoughts, 
if your towring hopes,doe 
not contend to make per- 
peruall felicity their prey ; 
and if you have not alrea- 
dy made a promiſe to your 


\ ſelves of the undiſturbed 


poſſefliton - of ſomething 
roo great for your hopes ? 
And-what are nor ali theſe 
powerfull enough, to en- 
oage-you to a circumſpect 
life and converſation 9 Is 
not Heaven, and all there- 
in, a full recompeace for 
all your paines ? or 15 4 
poore low carnall walke, 
any thing ſuitable, to. a 

bigh 


7] 
high ſpiricuall heavenly 
reft ? while we remember, 
the pleaſures there, which 
are ſtrangers to death, 


a Sxalic tlic ca- 2 thoſe Joyes and > 


" beſtuum regnorum that felicity which 


voluptas fone {i= are ever greene 
more moricadi ! 9 


Pram ſumma ct while WEE thinke 


perperuafelcitact! upon that happy | 


Illie Apoſtelorum 
glorioſus chorus ; company of Apo 


y 
Ulic prophetarum ftles, Prophets, and 


merits: 1'lic Mar- Martyrs,w whom 


ryr um innumera- WEE hope t0 be fel- 


bilis populus ob JOW-COMONErS 'UN- 
certaminy, ot paſ-, 
fonts wittoriam : 
coronatus, hopes me-thinkes 


Cyprian: de. ſhould have ſome 
Mortal, 
lives, that while wee have 

ſo much of heaven in our 


minds, we ſhould not aſlay : 


to graſpe ſo much of _ 
W 


toall eteraitytheſe | 


je 


influence upon our þ 


} 
ſ 
p 


C79 
ly with our hands, For you 
r,þ who can gaze on the hea- 
af vens, and count them 

1, yours, who having aritle 
d$ to Chriſt, cannot want 
h] oneto any thing beſides, 
, | which is good:why ſhould 
e| you ſuffer your thoughts, 

/ | toloſe themſelves, in the 

- | contemplationofa wilder- 

'{ nefſeworld? When Augu- 

1 {ms Þ obſerved ſome Ems * Leigh. 
| baſſadours ſporting with (M9) 

\ dogs, heenquired if there ions, 

were no women in their | 

Country ; when the men 
of the world obſerve you 
ſo fervent in the chaſe of 

earthly pleaſures, or fo 
reftleflein the purſuite of 

the vaine and flitting ſha- 
dowes of this tranfitory 

ow” world: 


DW 
Rr -» 


[89] 
world:They will conclade; 
that children-like,you run 
after theſe bubbles, becauſe 
you know no better; or 


when they ſee you to | 


* Lim.4, embrace a * dunghill , 
5- whopretend to have been 
brought up in ſcarler , if 


they finde -you moyling | 


like ſlaves in the drudge- 
ries of this world, who ſay 
you have a reall title to: a 
Kingdome in the next: 
f 4 IE with © Auguſius in Foſe- 
rene phus, they will be able to 
tb. 17, dilcerne the counterteite 
"1+ from the Prince, by the 
brawne in his-hand, The 
* 1 Joh. * Apoſtle when he repre- 
2-5: ſents ro Chriſtians what 
chey at preſent are, and 
what for the future they 


may 


ty ble him ja his purity. He 


[8] 
may expect to be, ceils us 
alſo whar an influence 
theſe apprehenſi ns w:ll 
have upon the converſaci- 


ons Beloved ( {aith he ) 


now are we the ſons of God, 
and it doth not yet appeare 
what we ſhall be; but wee 


| know, that when he ſhall ap- 


*prare, we [hall be like him: 
fer wee ſhall ſee him as he 


\ 5; and every man that hath 


this hope in him, purifies 


| 


hirsſelfe, even as he is pure. 
He that hopes 10 raigge 
with God in heaven, will 


be very cacefull to * walke « Gen. x. 


with God upan earth, He 


22, 


that expects ro participate . 


with Chriſt in his Glory, 


will endeavour to reſem- 


chat. 


that hath the Crowne i! 


med to goe forth with hi 
croſle upon his ſhoulders; 
* Heb. Bur for the * Joy that is 
ſet before him, deſpiles 


the ſhime, while he is re-| 
ſolved as well to trace his| 


Maſter in his ſufferings, s 
to fit downe with him in 
his Triumphs. Thus you 
ſee we muſt conſider the 


Quality, Tendency, ſuita-| 


bleneſle of our wayes, and 
Fourthly , Confider if 
your wayes be ſuch as you 


mn 
his eye, will not be aſha| 


E, 


> 


* 2 Cor, Would gladly be found in 


5-10. ar the laſt day, the day of 


notics 
Wo iu- Judgement. We know * me 


Act cogito, telns corde & Corpore contremiſce, 
S1qua preſentts vite eſt letitia, ith agenda eff, 


wt nunquam amaritudof uturi Fudiciy reccdat a | 


memoria, Hicronym, 


muſt 


- 


% 


) 
4 
\ 


| 
| 
| 


— b.£1 

e in} nf} all appeare before the 
hal Fudgement-ſeate of Chriſt, 

his] fo give an account of all 
rs; things done in the body,whe- 

- is). ther good or evill, And tru- 

ſes] ly 1 am apt to think, the 

re.|. verieſt drunkard in a Pa- 

his]. riſh , would not then be 

| found tipling on an Ale- 

in| bench, That the moſt fre- 

28 | quent, and 'prodigious 

16] fwearer, would not then 

1. | be taken with an oath in 

« | his month. Say, you who _ 
;f | ſcorne the Meflage and 

2 | Meflengers of Chriſt; you 

1 | who * grind the faces of * 1fai. 3, 
f 


|" the poore; you who know '? 
, & you embrace but a ſhew of 
{ Religion, while you are 
\ hypocrites in your hearts, 
\. you who cry downe purt- 
_ : 


| 


ty atid preciſeneſſe ; you gay 


who prophane Sabbarhs, for 
abuſe creatures , act the} 1 
Devills part in tempting] ,,; 
others to {1a, and drawing} ,, 
them to wickednefle : Ach y 
thard y, when the Þe2-| (e 
* 2Per.3. VENS ſh1ll * melt, the earth 
2. paſſe away, the trumpet 
{hall ſound, the dead ariſe; 
* Marth, and the * voice ſhall be 
25.6. heard.,that the Bridegroome \ 
* come : Tell me, [ ſay, 
would you then be found 
living in the forementio- 
ned courſe;or rather pray+ ' 
, ing, reading, refiſting S1- - 
tan, conquering Ccorruptt- 
on,ating gr:ce,and living & 
hbolily. The Apoſtle Paal 
*Phil.3. * tells as his defire, how 
9: he would befound arthu * 


Gay, 4 
| 


— 


| 


un 


i 
- 
Cd 


[85] 
day, and how not. And be 
ound in him { faith he) 
that is, in Chriſt ) ot ha- 
oi mine own righteouſ- 


Of neſſe, which is of the Law, 
' Yet in the foregoi ig ver- 
ſes, * he had ſaid, that he* Veiſ.s, 


was touching the righteouſ- 
neſſe which s in the Law 
blameleſſe: No man could 
ſay ( as the Proverb hath 


* it ) black wa; his eye ; no 


man could couch him with 
the breach of the letter of 
the Law ; no man could 


tell Paul, he was guilty of 


a grofle ſcandalous finae, 
and prove ir, And what 
Curſt he not yet be found 
at that day in this righte- 
ouinefle « No, he knew 


men were too ſuperficial 
i 


in their expoſitions of the 


Law; and much more ſue þ 
perficiall in their obſer. |, 
vance of it, He knew that þ 


the blear and partiall eyes 
of man would over-look 
many things ; which yet 
ſhall nox eſcape the fight 
and ſentence of him who 
is incomparably the moſt 
juſt and diſcerning Judge, 
Now if this bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle found in his very beſt 


righteouſneſle, in his whi- - 


teſt innocency; ſomething 
which he did not dare to 
ſtand to, where ſhall you 
be able to appeare, who 
from your tender Infancy, 
have been employ'd in the 


drudgeries of Satan?whoſe 


ſins (being unrepented of) 
- det ſhall 


hall at that day , attend 
e {ou in their crimſon live- 
* hes, and be rendred hai- 
jous indeed by all the ag- 
prayating circumſtances , 
[whereby ſin is capable of 
[being made exceedingly 


' |*(infull, Souls do you not * Row.7, 


tremble at the thought of 
your ſummons ? Doe you 
not ſhiver at the remem- 
\prance of yourappearance, 
when full of guilt as you 


| before ſuch a Tribunall as 


*finners , a day that ſhall, 


13, 


are, you ſhall be dragg'd ' 


1s farall ro *guilt? A day, 
of gloomy darkneſle, wilt T;jvy. 
that be to all impenitent nall of 


: Caſſi» 


es ſayth 


{preſent their eyes with no-7alerius 
| Ma xi- 


ay was Piorum Ryupts ; Reorum Scopus 


thing 


* A dexirus erunt thing but * fright thal 
Ce die full obje&ts. A dayſife 
finzta Domia,, Wherein the faces of thi: 
jronas's cry * great ones (if wic] ſpo 
Ce tec ked ) ſhall gathef cl 
Is; foru mr «C145 blackneſle, where! we 
7 pany. jr the cry fiall be tof 1 
Heu miſe! preca- the* menuntaines fal WC 
ror ſic depreheu- oy us, ard to th: hill| So 
Jus quo FE? hide us from the fac\ be 
poſſibile apparcye of the Lambe . that 
we 16.0 pal F ſits npon the 7 hront an 
di fimilind, A Cay wherein you| ye 
wv pg (h1il wifh co runne} ti 
mote 1.1 f.om your (e'ves;| of 
to be hid in the Center off N 

the earth; to be return'd} b! 

into the toſ'me of your| at 

| firſt cauſes; wherein youf 
| ſhall h ce your beirg, but| < 
| ſhail not be able roſhake it | h 
' off ; wherein all refoges | 1 


(hall \ 


[*9] 
htiſhall be vaine, becauſe your 
daylife bath been ſo. Bur ler 
Off this ſuffice ſhortly to have 
ſpoken to this third parti-- 
& cular [ How ] and proceed 
wee to the 

Fourth, [hex] onghe 
all we to conſider our wayes ? 
Sare no Time 1s, or can 
«| be unſeaſonable for a du- 
«| ty of ſuch ſerious import, 
';- and univerſal] neceflity ; 
u| yet there are ſome ſpeciall 
e times, when the. practice 
3] ofir is eſpecially requiſite, 
!! No time bur calls for ir ; 
(df but ſome that call aloud, 
'| and thoſe are; 
? Firſt, When wee feare 
ſome. heavy and wrath- 
full diſpenſation from :the: 
Lord ; And ſurely never; 

p E 


Was 


led. ET = 


| 


[90] 


was Age more full off, 


threats; never times more! 
cloudy, & generally over- 
caſt, then theſe wee now 
liveinare ; wha: the iſſue 
and event of all will be 
Heaven on'y knowes: But 


when we ſeriouſly weigh, 


how generall the practice 
of ſcandalous fins are, the 


{ad and frequent falls of | 
ſome once eminent for . 


proteſſtion; the ſpirit of 
Errour and Herefie gone 
forth amongſt us ; when 
wee think upon our mil- 


improvements of preſent |, 


mercies 3 our unſuitable 


verances ; our falſencſle to 
our profeſſed ends,and de- 
Clared intentionszour clea- 

ving 


f 


returnes for former deli- 


(917 | 

vUlying to our old lufts ; our 

[el growing worſe and worſe 

"after our Jate bloudy 

fcourge ; And withall the 

ſudden remoyalls and ta- 

king downe of '\uch, as 

| were burning *and fhim2* Job.s. 

"| lights in the © hurch'* of, j*-_ 

Gop, Stewards in his Pines, 

houſe,and preciousdiſpen- #7 1 

ſers of the great myſteries £5114... 

q of ſalvation: I ſay, when 8/«4e,&c. 
wee lay all theſe thingsto. 

gether , and add:efle our 

ſelves with ſome feriout 

neſlero refle upon tliem), 

may wee not feare , that 

the Clouds over us are 

big. with vengeance, ready 

to be diſſolved upon our 

heads * Thar che * be&-* Iſai, 

-. fomeof deſtruction is rea> 23+ 

E 2 dy, 


[ 92 ] 
* Zepb, dy, that the * decree 1s 4. call 
:.2: bout to bring forth 2 why | Ne 
now is a time to conſider | Þ< 
our wayes,and with popu- | v* 
* Jonah Jous Neneveh * to fit down j Þ* 
3.8. inſackcloth, humbling our } 
ſelves, that the event may | \* 
be the ſame to us ; and ſr 
that ſeeing our repentance, | " 
« Jenan *DE Lord alſo may * Re- | 
' 3-10, Pent of the evill thought | ' 


upon, and not do it. + 

Secondly , When wee 
_—_ the hand of the Al. 
mighty heavy upon us, 
And now is that time, 
while ſo very many fami- 
lies throughout the Nati: | 
on, are viſited with fick- 
neſſe. That which we call 
the New Diſeaſe, ſeemes as 
a Meſlenger from God -- 

ca 


of - þ bilo. 
. | call us and invite us to this 
New Worke; New to us, 
becauſe ſo few of us have 
been acquainted with 1t 
* before. The picty of thoſe 
in ſupreame authority 0- 
y | ver us, hath given us a 
qd} ſummons to a ſolemne hu- 
» | miliation, and the ſpeciall 
- | worke of ſuch a day, isto 
Fi examine and ſearch into 
+ the many enormities of 
our lives, and thereupon 
to arraign and paſle judge- 
ment upon our ſelves be- 
fore the Lord. Thus did .' 
the * people of the Lord * Lim. 3. 
beſpeake one another in * 
thoſe ſad and calamitous 
times ; Ztt us fearch and 
try our Wayes,and turne un- 
q to the Lord our God. Ina 
| E 3 day 


— 


4 | 
day of trouble wee are apt 
ro (et open every window, 
and looke abroad to feel 
which way helpe may 
come ; all our thoughts} 
; A N 
are buſted in _— 


wayes tor ſpeedy {uccours, 

* Hoſea Whey * Ephraim ſaw his A 
#13 wound, and Fudah ſaw hu 
ſeckneſſe, then went Ephraim} 

to the Aſſyrian, and ſent to | 


Kipg Fareb : and this is 
our too frequent courſe, 
when alas the plague is in 
-— our Own hearts; while we 
look abroad, we ate ſtran- | 
gers at home, where wee | 
have moſt need to be ac- |} 
oy quainted ; and therefore a 
proper remedy in the fore- 
mentioned Caſe is layd 
downe by the holy Ghoſt, 
Eccleſ. 


ape] Eccleſ 7. 14, 1n the day of 
adverſity Conſider. The 

vey lource and true toga- 

taine of all our eyiils, wee 

hegh carry in our own brea!'s.' 

ngl Ia vaine doe wee enquire 

rs, after peace, while our {pt- | 
T7 rituill * whoredomes doe * x K.ng, 
4 yemiln?, white the accur- 9: **: 
»i. ſed thing is lodg'd and 

| hug'd in. our balomes., 

c no wonder if -the quier 

} and ſerenity of our ſoules 


0 . 
| be interrupted with a fe- 


ries of trouble; or while | 
fi ine Tonah like is (uffcel 
| to * ſleep at the bottome, Joy 
if a ſtorme threaten the * 
veſſell. Soule in thy per- 
ſonal diſquiets, be not ſo 
much employ'd in prying 
& ſneaking alter ſuccours 
E 4 from 


- 
_ 
. 


* Canr. 


from the Creature , and 
- withont ; but let it be] 


96 - 


your chiefeſt worke, to 
refle&t upon your elves, 
turne your eyes inward, 
look what Dagon is advan- 
ced in your toules ; what 
Idoll luft ir is , you have 
pay d your homage to; 
what little * Foxes ſpoile 
the grapes; what*worme 
is at the roote, that de- 
voures your hearts-eale, 
and makes it wither away 
like the gourd, which was 
gone almoft aſfſoone as ir 
began to appeare, Obſerve 
whence it is that your 

troubles have their natu- + 
rall riſe, and here employ 

your induſtry, weed your 

toules garden , ſtrike at | 
the £ 


pcua———_— 


and[ the * roots of bitterneſle « Heb. 
beſ ſpringing up. And as in ** *F- 
to perſonal diſquiets, ſo deale 

-, in your domeſticall try» 

rd, { alls. Doth the Lord blow 

1n- | upon your eſtates, and 

Rat | waſt them with a ſecret 

ve | curſe, and inviſible Con- 

; | ſamption, aSin Hagewt I. 


2 
© '| 6. You haS$/ower much, 
e | andbringinlitile; ye eate, 
- | but you have not enough ; ye 


| arink, but ye are not filled 
| wirh drinke ; and he that 
earneth wages putteth it 2n- 
' to abag with holes, Now 
what 15 herein to be done, 
wee are told in the very 
words of the rext redou- 
bled verſe the 9*", There- 
fore Conſider your Wayes. 
So that if the Lord (mite 
E5 your. 


your families with ſick{ i9'c 
neſle and diſeaſes ; ſpoy!d Ke 
you of Relations ; blaſt] 3 
your hopes; fruſtrate you] * | 
expeations z cauſe you, 
co meet with bitterneſſe| 0! 
in friends, ſtrangeneſle in} *' 
kindred ;. ill {uccefle in} © 
your undertakings, what-] \ 
ever it is it ſerves to] | 
make you- up a condition |* 
ot Adverlſity ; a ſhort but | 
excellent preſcription of 
what you have to doe, you 
find in that one word;Cow- | 
ſider. | 
Thirdly, When wee |; 
would obtaine ſome ſpe- 
ciall bleſſing, ſome ſignall 4 
favour, ſuch a time as this 
doth call-aloud, for the 
practiſe of this duty, Our 
ini- 


you 
Elle 
2 IN 
in 


j 


5 


ck] iniquities are they chat-. 
Oy4 
dlaſſ ſtance from us ; for they 
y Our 


keep good things at adi- , 
eperate betwixt us and* Pecens 
our God While we walk elong ant 


. NnNy 708 
on in a way of ſinne and. 7g 


ſe . * Iſa. $9, 
in a way of eminent mer- :z, 


cies towards 8s. While we 

doe deliberately, thake off 

our duty,and wiltully for- 

get our profeſſed Allegi- 

ance, it cannot rationally 

enter our thoughts , that 

God ſhould cheriſh us as 

{ubject;, or deale to us che 

bread of children ; but our 

own hearts, will doubtleſs 

prompt us rather to con- | 

ciude, his Juſtice ſhould 

plague us, and the veage- 
ance 


ance of his right arme o-| righ 
vertake us as Traytors, mol 
While the gates are ſhur, | the 
lock'd and barr'd , while] hea 
the roomes are fill'd, and} wh 
prepoſſeſ'd with enemies| is 
within, how ſhall the King | my 
*of Glory have entrance 2 | me 
. while finfull ſtirrings are | 1 
endeared, how ſhould the |} h- 
ſacred motions of the Spi- | 47 
rit have audience, or the || #/ 
ſxect con'olatiuns of the || V 
Comforter be admitted 2 || C 
Therefore it wee would || « 
be ſcituate in the enjoy- |, 
ment of mercies, tempo- | 
rall or ſpirituall ; if wee 
would be the ſubjects of 
God Almighty his boun- 
ty ; and (o priviledged 
with bleſhings both of the 
12ht, 


C 
- 


OT 
right, and left hand, the 
moſt compendious way to 
the obtaining both , 15 to 
hearkento Gods Councel, 
whereof this in the Text 
is a ſpeciall part ; 0h that 
my people had hearkned unto 
mee, and iſrael had walked 
in my wayes : I ſhould ſoone 
have ſubdued their enemies, 
and turned my hand upon 
their Adverſaries, It Iſrael 
had been fo much their 


| own friends, as to have 
| Con{tdered their Wayes, 


and wa'ked in Gods; they 
ſhould have had no ene- 
mies, or at leaſt but ſub- 
dued ones, God himſelfe 
would have ſtruck in their 
quarrell,and with his hand 
armed with thunder, have 
dealt 


,- dealt death to their adver-} *So 

ſaries. Yea not a ftarre in} we 

* Judg'5. heaven * but ſhould have] he 

been a weapon againſt 1/ | \ar 

raels toes ( as once 2gainſt | in 

Siſera ) or at leaſt a tune- ti 

rall taper to light them to | #3 

their coffins, But is the | & 

ſ{ubjugation of enemies the | Þ 

faireſt advantage, ſuch | | 

(hal! reape, as are faithfull | « 

ia the diſcharge of the _| 

forementioned duty ? or 

ſhould they not ſoone {ee 

if the Lord would not 0- 

pen the windowes of hea: 

ven,and powre them out a 

b.eſſing, that there ſhould 

- Ma!,3, not be * roome enough to © 

\ 3% receive It © Surely if the 

Lord rained done riches, 
hononr, and long life upon 

* Solg- + 


03 | 


* Solomon, becauſe he aked . Che? TM 


| the thing thar pleaſed him: 
| he will noc faile us with a 
large overplus of all theſe 


 intheir ſweeteſt ſignifica- 


tion ; while it is the un- 
faigned deltreofourhearts 


| todothethingsthat pleaſe 
| him. Ina word, wee have 


long been in expectition 
of a generall and blefled 
Reformation;and fe have 
ſometimes thought the 
Embryo hath been neare 
to midwiving into the 
world; but how have our 
longing eyes failed with 
waiting 5 how have our 
tympanied hopes miſcar- 
ried ? For wee expected 
ſo choice a mercy to be 


preſented to us upon the 
point 


I, I2, 


F,- 


; [.104 F 
point of a (word ; or to 
{uile toward us upon a Sea 
of purple gore : But if at 
laſt, each of us would ſee 
tothe cleanſtng of the cor- 
rupted corne;s of our own 
hearts; how (oone would 
our wiſhes be crowned 
with a deſired ſucceſle ? 
Fourthly,When others 
aregenerally inconſtderate 
of thei® Wayes, Then it 
1satime to { onfide: ours, 
To this the blefled Apo- 
ſtle Paulexhorts ns, Eph. 5. 
i6. Walke- circumſpettly, 
not 4s fooles but as wiſe , 
Redceming the time , and 
why * what reaſon is 
brought to beare up the 
weight of ſuch an exhor- 
cation * It follows, becauſe 
| the 


ly 
Tar 
| 
4e 
it9 
= 


* 


| 


& 


' 


| 


the dayes are evill. When 
the dayes are evill be you 
good ; when the moſt like 


fooles are prodigall in the 
expence of precious mi- 
nutes, let it be your wiſ- 
dome to redeem the time : 
when others walke Jooſe- 
ly and at large ; careleſſe 


| and negligent, walke you 


* | circumſpectly, accurately, 


| 4exaQly, ro the very top 


[ 
* 1 


and apex of Chriſtianity z 
for ſuch ſignifications crit- 
ticks obſerve in the word, 
ſomewhar like to the fore- 


' Cited place you have from 


; 


© 


| 


\ the ſame Apoftle,in 27m. 


2.4, 5. Preach the word, 

be inſflant in ſeaſon and out 

of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, 

exhort with all long ſuſfring 
a 


ll... net 


F -L.QC 
and dottrive. Why 2 
the time will come, they widen 
not endure ſcund doftrin ke 
and will tarne away thtliq 1 
eares fromthe truth, andy 
turned unto fables but wathh exc 
thou in all things, 8c. It wit 
evill of time» , even forr\ thi 
leene and ac a d ſtince,| joy 
{hould-incite the Miniſters | 61 
of the Word, to the pre- 
ſent doubling of their dis 
lIigence. Brethren, then 
when others nauſeate the | \ 
 Meſlage and Meſſengers | 
of Chriſt ; then when 0- 
thers apoſtatize and fall | 


__ back from the truth recet- 


ved ; let the negligence 
of them in tbeir ducies, |- 
{pure you up to diligence 

18 yours; when the love | 


of 4 


of others waxes * Cold ;* Math, 
"hen Jet yours flame, and ++ +. 
Mike the fire burne hotreft 
12 the dead of Winter, 
nay When others runge 1tato 
"*M exceſle of riot, * and chat * 1 Per.a. 
*#] with greedinefſe, letthem * 
PF | think it (trange, chat you 
vu. joyn aoc with chem in thac 
5! fintull cacreir. Theo when 
7% | athers ( like the Melchytes 
Ge | in Nicephorms)Jare reſolved 
© | their Religion ſhall eyer 
te keep touch withthe times, 
5 | or when poſſibly ſome of 
your familiars,are trapan'd 
' into finfull compliances, 
| by the glictering proffers 
+ of worldly greatneſle, let 
'* your virgin ſoules be-very 
ſtrangers to {ſuch debau- 
 Cches, while you are con- 


þ = 


"OR 
% 


Eraſm, tented with 8 + Origen a. 
. Sn, keep a good Conlciencgl, 


g00d man "oe bifgelw 
place of a poore Catechiſt] arg 
in Alexandria, to be pre\yie 
ferrable to the infamous | ya 
honours of his fellow-pu-' 
pill Pletinws ; becauſe in 
that inferiour ſtation he 
had preſerved his inno- 
cence, while the other had 
loft his in the Court. Sure | | 
profeſſion never lookes 
more lovely , then when . 
profeſſonrs walke cloſely 
matime of gene: all looſe- ; 
nefle. What a Commen- 
dation was it for Lot tobe 
righceous in Sodome ? Oba- 
aiah in the Court of Ahab, 
and 


[165] 
Und for Noah to be: a per- 
x man 1n his generati- 
on - when the world was 
Towne ſo foule, that a 
ificluge of water mighr 
drowne it, before it could 
a tleanſe it : If ever there 
% | was Phoenix in Arabza, it 
was Fob ; and ſure fame 
mill torget the Ceſars to 
remember . the name of 
fo Athanaſins , WO t 1,5omuir orbis 
C duell'd with the & mirabarnr /e 
* | world, in a cauſe {hon Jon 
glorious as theworld ve! totius orbis 
| could yield. What inpoun/ufins- 
' need I inſtance in 9/1.  Fdew 
* more examples, or pe wl ſyila- 
| ſtay to tell you of REPO, 
Saints, even in MNeyvoes 
houſhold, *or of Timethies * Phil, 4. 
+ Temperance amongſt the *** 
ER * Eoke- 


*r Tim, *E pheſs, #ns,whio-once cal 


5. 23+ 


q Mrdess 
Fpacop G- 
veces 
$57, 
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not behind: the reft of Fi 
m their 1nxury ; eſpecial 
if it be rae which I hav 
fome where read, that az 
cording to the: Law theſe - 
baniſhed/ Hermedorms, bes\" 
cavſe he had therepurats' 
on:of an honeft and! tes|®! 
perate.man;,. T wo famous 
Scriptures are thofe,. and 
which may, be' co us in 
ſtead of all examples.:The| 
firſt is, Aſal.-3 16. Then 
when mea called theproud 
bappy', and ſaid; it was in 
vaine for them to ſerve the 4 
Lord, then in; thoſe: evillh 
Cayes. ſaith the Text, 

They that feared the Lord 


ſpake often one to another, 


ard « book of KRemoniby ance | 


Was 


Cam#4 writ; The Lord: took. 
t zeÞ kindly that exemplary” 


hiety, that himſelfe was 


Cla 
haPleaſed' to take care, that 
raz{he nawes of thoſe gallant 


ati 


petſons ſhould be regiſtred 


h 
by n the bigheſt Records ob 


honour, The otter Scrip- 


{re is, Revel.2,13, In-that 


Fulogium given to ihe 
Church of Pergammns ; 1. 


+ know thy works, and where 


thou awelleſt, even where. 
Satans ſeate- is ; and that 
thow hol1eſt faſt my name, 
and haſt . not denyed- my. 
faith, even in thoſe dayes,. 


| the chairez, To hold faſt 


1 wherein Antipas my faith- 


full Martyr was ſlain? A- 
mong you. To profefle ,c- 
ven there where ſatan held 


the 


Fi]. 
the name of Chriſt, whetiſ 


| Antipas had ſhed his blogjtu! 


for ſo'doing ; not to deny 4t 
the faith there, where i] g: 
had been bur lately deatl a 
toown it, this was right a! 
Chriftianity indeed, u 
Fitthly, A ſpeciall time 1 
wherein we are to Conſt} 1 
der our Wayes 15 [| Now]]| | 
which fince we find in the | | 
Text, we have the more+ 
reaſon to remember, To| 
day if ye will heare his woice | 
(ſaith che * Apoſtle ) har- | 
den not your hearts ; te | 

gales of grace are very un- 
certaine, and therefore che 
preſent is the moſt fit ſea- 
fon: for the diſcharge of: 
duty. When one preſen- 
ted Amtipater witha Trea- | 
| riſe | 


yhegtiſe of happineſſe ; he re- 
Dlodlturnes it with * I a#s 70t'*; 50d. 
deny at leiſure When anothers-- 

re i] gave Archias the Theban 

eat a liſt of the Conſpiratours 

ight againſt his life, he puts it 

up wi.h 1» craſtinum ra. 

ime This is our very modeand 

nſ-} manner , when God calls 

»]| 'vus Now to conſider, how 

apt are wee to extend his 

ore4 Now , unto the morrow 

To at leaſt , though the pre- 

ice | ſent day may be our laſt, 

ar- | and delay prove car ruine, 

| For poſſibly opportuni- 

n-.| ties of grace may be ta- - 

he | ken from us, or it not ſo, 

a- | yet wee from them. In 


» T, ; 
warre many times there ,%,"7<" 


i- | is noplace for a ſecond 0+ bs price- 
- } ver-fight, becauſe the day”* 


e \ F is 


| 114 
is loſt by the firſt : Þ it]. 
may be many of us , ſhall} | 


not have the opportunity 

of giving the grace of God 
» Luke a double refuſall. 0h *that 
thew hadft knowne in thi 
thy day ( fayth our Saviour 
weeping over Feruſalem ) 
the things that belong unts 
thy peace, but now they are | 
hid from thine eyes. Thus 
have wee ſpoken to this | 
fourth particular [ When } 
wee are to confider our 
wayes; The Reaſons Why 
are ; 

Firft, Becauſe God con» | 
fiders our Wayes, The | 
Pſalmiſt inſtructs us 1n this 
Dodrire, Pſal.33. 13,15. 
The Lord looketh from hea- 
wen,he beholdeth all the ſons | 


of 


al 


— 


) it 115). 

ballff en be faſhioneth their 

ity [00s alike, he Conſidereth 

04 [41 their worke. We cannot 

by |walke ina parh fo private, 

i (ſo darke and benighted 

| with ſable clouds,but wee 

TIL under the eye of the 
Almighty. If our conver- 

ation be filthy, we cannot 

with the Sepiz(o ftirre the 

mudd , but that the eye 

* of Gop will deſcry us* Prope .. 

in the very midſt of thar {7 **** 

mire. The Lord hath the cum eg, 

key of our moſt inward Mw. 

. retirements ; and chough';vs piri. 

through the pretences we 's /cder, 

; + make , the vizzards wee mer 
weare,the diſguiſes we put «oſrorum 

on ; wee.may poſſibly de- ſerv 

| Jude andimpoſe upon the BR 

- + moſt diſcerning ſpirits of Epit.4:. 

F 2 ſuch 


[ 116) 
ſuch as we converſe with- 
all z yet heaven hath us at 
a full view, Or though by 
our ſubtill reſerves, wee 
may keep much of our lit- 
tle world ( cur ſelves) as 
ncognita to the diſcove- 
ries of men ; yet thoſe en- 
deavoured conceaiements 


cannot blind the know- | 
ledge of him ; who mult | 
needs know us all, becauſe F 


he made us all out of no» 


* peu fphera thing. Empedocles * 


cf cum cexrris and the Agyptians! | 


wbiq; ; peripbe- 


via, id eff linca 3M Chelr Hierogly- | 
ſus circumflex phicks repreſent God | 


orbem anbiens 


mſazamet, * 35 3 Circle, whole, 
| Famblicys iz, Center 1s every 
de e/£gyptiori where, and the Cir» 
moſferts. ciiference no where, 
Therefore the Prophet 
* Da- 


þ 


C117 
| * David, Whither ſhall I goe * Pf 1 39. 
my from thy preſence « If 1 = dk 2 
h by the wings of the morning, 
and fly into the uttermoſt 
parts of the Sea , thou art 
there ; If 1 make my bed'in 
hell, behold thou art there : 
If 1 ſay Darkneſſe ſhall co- 
ver mee ; even the Nizht 
; ſhall be a Light round about 
if | ee. The parts of a diſ- 
ſeed body cannot lye ſo 
| open to the view of a skil- 
full Anatoriſt, as our 
Br thoughts and wayes to 
'* him, before whom * every * Heb. 4. 
| | Ccreatureis naked and open 13: 
| and manifeſt. Now if the 
} preſence of a Caro could 
tright Roxes vicious youth 
Into a ſemblance of ver- 
tue; It ciſſolute Alcibia- 
: F. 3 aes 


ma. | 4. ads. wa bet id 2 — Kee 
P . \ -» 


* Pl- des * durſt not riot it, un{ge 
tare? in der Secrates his eye; If thi ye 
the -life . w | , 
of Alciby. Very picture " of Mulcaſty co 
«des. hung up in the ſtudy] C 
m 
1. could provoke famoy| * 
EisCr, : N . 
Whitaker to his utmoſt in| h 
duſtry there; or if accord-| «} 
" Turpe 10g to che"Poet,we ought] x 
SN reverence our ſelyes,| f 
e5/te time; and feare the obſervance| | 
M-:zima of a Child, when we are &| + 
debceiuy, 


oxreic 62. DON £O at what is _un-| 
vercaria ſeemly : what a Religious 
{qxid dread, thould wee have of 
ras... the Majeſty of Heaven, 
and of thoſe pure Eyes, 
which cannot endure 1ni. 
quity. Sure Lam, the Lord 
complaines of, and blames $ 
us for our ſottiſh ſecuri- | 

ty and inconfiderateneſle 

that if we will not confi- 
der 4 


der our own Wayes ; that 
Wyet at leaſt wee will noc 

" conſider that hee doth 
Confider them 2 They 

UW * Conſider not in their * Hoſes 
ſtin, hearts, that I confader all 7: ** 
ord{! their wickedneſſes, and 
'Bltf that they are before my 
'&S,} face. He cannot but won- 
ace} der, that we ſhould forget 
-&+| what he doth Remember, 
Il-| eſpecially, when he would 
us | forget, if wee would Re- 
of | member as we ought ; or 
| that what is before his 
3, | face,we ſhonld caſt behind 
'» | our backs, as if that was 
d | not worth our notice, 
*$ which will pat us under | 
"} bis wrath, If then our 
Wayes be confidered by 
him, who reared us ont of 


0 Fa duſt, 


(120) | 
duſt, and is able when hel" Þ 
pleaſes ro frowne us intol[®" 
It againe ; before whoſe|*' 
tribunall ail fleſh ſhall ore b- 
day indifferently ſtand, 
the reſpe&s of birth and| {t 
dignities in the world layd Fr 
afide: Sure we ſhould own | © 
it as reaſon ſufficient, to | t 
cauſe us to ſtay a while | * 
and peruſe ſome tew lines | 
in the volume of our ſelvs; + 
to ſuffer our ſoules to Re- 
fle& ups their own wayes, | 
leaſt tor want of that re- | 
flexion they (uffer for their | 


W ayes. Conſider becauſe 
God Conſiders, 

The ſecond Reaſon ts, 
Becauſe Satan conſiders | 
your Wayes, When the 
Loxp had propounled, | 

* Haſt | 


121 | 


n bel? Haſt thou Conſidered my * Job t 


Into ſervant Fob ? By the an- * 


(wer Sitan makes to that 
Queſtion, It.is very eafte 


| to cojle,that Fob was no 


| ſtranger tohis obſervance, | 
He could familiarly. dil- 
courſe, whatdisburſements 
the bounty of heaven had 
mace in favour of him ; he 
could repeate memoriter, 


the whole Catalogue of 
thoſe mercies Fob had re- 
ceiv'd: And could remem> 
ber the Lord, how he had 
ſet a hedge about him,and 
had feated him in a conflu- 
ence of created comforts. 
For what is ſtoryed of one 
Drake alone, amongſt (he 
reſt of men, that he did. 
once compaſle the earth ; 
F5 iS, 


123 
is the tuall bu ICH 
*Jod 2. of rs gs * Dragon; 
"* andthatnotonly to diſcs 
ver, bur alſo to devourg 
*1Pets. He goes * about like a r06 
ring Lion, hunting for bi 

prey; he walkes toand fro 

to. ſee what filly ſoules, 

are tangled in the (bare 

and toiles which he. hath 

pitch'd. He is never fo 

Idle,but he is Conſidering 

both Perſons and Actions, 
| whom and where he may 
endanger. The Tempera- 
\*Weii ear, * Compoſure, and 


gualitates 

morum ſunt certis viti's vicine : mores exim a- | 
ſperi aut crudelitati ant ſuperbie ſolent efſe con- 
Jintti. Blandi autem morcs, &r pauls amplius 
quam atcet letiores nonnunqua luxarie o dil. * 
ſolution; tonjuntti : Intuctur ergo inimicus bu- 
mans $enterss unnurujuſy; mores, cui vitio ſunt 
as ray <Q 4lla ponit ante faciem,ad que cog- , 
noſext facilins inclinari meatem, Greg: Moral: j 
[9,.14, ' Naturall 


Ls 
x 
: 
t 
t 
| 

{ 


fy" naturall 


122] 
inclinations of 


| mens bodtes, lye more o- 


pen to his view, then to 
the knowledge of the moſt 
exquiſite and ſagacious 
Phyfatian. He can inter- 
prer the ſilent language of- 
a bluſh , he-can ſhrewdly 
guefle ar the true original! 
of a figh ; from what cor- 
ner that wind blowes; or 


| if the reares look ont at. 


the eyes, he is not farre 


' to ſeek for a Reaſon, what 


it is, that pumps up that 
water thither, By the di- 
ſturbances in our ſleep, by 
thoſe various: agitations 
whereby wee doe almoſt: 
render our dreames intel- 
ligible z he isable to make - 
very neare: conjectures , 

WRAL 


L124] 
what kind of baites may} 
probably take us , when]: 
wee are-broadeſt awaxe, 
He is acritticall overſeer 
of our prayers, diſcourſes, ' 
and of the very ſcene of | « 
our carriage when wee are | ' 
preſent in ordinances; and 
howſoever ( for a while) |] 
he may ſuffer us to reſt in 
ſecurity, yet doubtleſſe he 
will remember us of our . 
ſins ; poſſibly, when wee | 
ſhall begin to look towards ! 
God, and to be weary of 
that ſpirituall bondage in 
which he hath long detai- 
 nedus; or at leaſt, if not 
when wee are about to 
leave him, yet when wee 
are about to leaye the 
world, He will ſtuffe our 
death+ ' 


IS 4 


S may{death; beds with thornes, 
When| and fill our ſoules with the 
vaxe, | forrowtull Remembrance 
rleer | of our former miſ-ſpent 
rſes, 3 dayes: From our abuſe of 
e of | creatures, nezlec&t of .du- 
> are | ties, deaferieſſe to tenders 
and | of grace, incorrigibleneſſe 
ie) | uncer threats, Reproofes, 
tin | Judgements : From our 
he waſttull expence of preci- 
ur . ous time , breach of holy 
(2 | reſolutions and vowes of 
ds ! better obedience, outragi- 
of '- ous wickednefle and rebel- 
n 1ion:I ſay from ſuch heads 
- as$thele,hewill at that day 
4 draw arguments,that may 
f help us to conclude againſt 

our ſelves, that we are loſt 

for ever, and that our life s 

' andour®© hope 1s periſhed * Pro.11, 
, | from 7: 


from the Lord. Andithy 
ſhall not hereby be able, 
affright and drive us i 
deſpaire,or ſpoile us of our] gr 
Comforts, yet the ſen{) ; 
by 
ſx 
2 
c 
, 


and feeling of them will 
be much allay'd and abs 
red. 
Now if any of us doubt| 
whether the knowledgeot 
* Demones tri- this our * adverſar 
or har cry extend (o farre , or 
ner ſub. Whether knowing (0 
le, much e will we 
"+. » oe ofathing fo go 
"rectatione'fe, toan end fodad? As 
o—_ F*% the remembrace that | 
2 ſumms bo. PE 15 2 ſpirit in reſpeR* | 
F | ae th.v- of his eflence;and the 4 
very long time he hath had 
for his praiſe and expe- 
rience, will inftru vs ” 
the 


| 


”— I 


it hb 
Met 


—— - 


- — 
the former : So the confi- 
deration that he is a ſpirit 
fallen from avery high de- 

ree of emineacy, to the 

weſt ebbe of miſery;and 
n= - - fray he with a 
pighcfull * malice ,,;..... | 
againſt the Glory eadiroc patty 


ot his Creatour, —_ ID 
h _ a anm- 
will helpe us tO ,,aviouſy, per ? 


conclude the lat- Canſam odij. tax- 


tiq; cps cogaoſce- 
(er, . re belli ? 
Hoc odio ſunmmi Numini ipſe facit, 
Ne qua Regem nequeat cum ledere, Regis 


Arreptasns ſtatuam dente manuy; petar. 
Jacob: Billius, 


Thirdly; Conſider, be- 
cauſe wicked men Conft- 
der your wayes. The *wise * Pla 37. 
ked watcheth ( the latine 3* 
tranſlation is,confiders) the 
Righteons, As the _— 
of: 


TT. "IS 
of Benhadad, watched,and, 


as it were hung upon the 
lips of the King of 1ſrael, 


ever waiting when a word |; 


would fall thence, which 

they might conſtrue in fa- 

vour of their Maſter. With 

the ſame diligence,though 

with a deſigne abundantly 

* Jer 20 wecrle, the holy * P, ophet 
1% complaines his very fami- 
lia:S watched for his halt- 

ing. Glad would the wic- 

ked be, to ſee a good man 

flip, and rejoyce they have 

found an occaſion to ſhar- 

pen their reproaches a- 

gainſt him. Yea though 

there be no. viſible {ores 

for ſuch fleſh-flyes to fa- 

Aut vionſten upon ; yet with Ce- 


UE 
aut {act- ſar,what they donot find, 


amr. they 
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#1 they will endeavour to 
x Ss T. 
ae], | make 3 Report, ſay they, _ 2 


and we will. Report it , be- 
1ag in hopes that it ihey 
' have but the confidence 
+ | Routly to {lander, ſome- 

thing will ſtick, which it ic 
cannot quite overthrow 
the crecic of the Righte- 
. | ous'in the opinions of 0» 


thers, may yet ſerve to 
bring his In1ocence into 
ſufpirtion. Yet is not this 
| all, for 'the rep oaches 
' which ſeeme directed a- 
| gainſt his perſon, are alſo 
aim'd at © his profeſſion ; 
and' Religion it (elte ts 
| ſtabd at rhrough che ſtdes 
|  ofhim, whois the untatg- 
red obſeryer of ic. The 
| fforleſſe and virgin life of 
| our 


our bleſſed Saviour hi 
ſelfe, could not eſcape 
* Luk, 6, evill eye of the*Pharif, 
7- who ſought to find thereſfeP 
in, not any thing to reduce} anc 
them to che ſame ftraight| ig 
evenneſſe , bur to traduce| fo! 
him by ſeeking occaſions} & 
againſt him, For the Rex | (C 
ſon of all, wee may findit | bc 
in their hate; and for the: 
ground of that(if a golden ! 
Truth be not the worſe, h 
for being diggd from an | \ 
Apocrypha mine) you have | * 
It, Wi{d 2.13. Therefore kt | 
6 ly iy wait for the Righte- 
ous, becauſe he is not for ow 
terne, he upbraideth us with « 
oar offending the Law, and 
objetteth to our infamy, the | 
tranſereſcions of oar educa* ' 
tion, * 


in{#on, Becauſe good mens 
e thglives are very ſtrangers to 
iſees|theirs, and ſo many ft'ent 
here|reprovers of their vanities 
ducel and follies ; becauſe their 
ihe light ſhines (o clear; there- 
luce] fore the Owles and Batts, 
ons] & ſuch like birds of night, 
ea | ſcreirch out their diſlikes 
dit | both of it and them. In- 
| deed while they ſer their 
en. *mouthes.againft the very *pcal.z3, 
| heavens, wee need not 9: 
n | wonder they are opened 
e | againft the Candidates 
/ | thereof; but the leſle rea- 
- | fon they have for their 
| malice, the lefle need wee 
'  Watter it; only while they 
| makeir their ſtudy toren- 
; derus odious, let it be ours 
| topreſerve our Innocence; 
. poſhibly 


| 


poſſibly they may grow 


or weary, or athamed,| 


while they have no matter 
ro work upon, or 1f they 


ter rea{on to look into our 
{c:'ves ; and ſo our very e& 
nemics may befriend us; 
a bitter taunt may prove 
wholeſome phyſick, and 
malice it (elte, when itis | 
ſanified, ſhall periorme | 
the office of good will, 
As the fame Speare that 
wounded Telephus was his 
cure; as he who thought 
to Kill Faſon the Theſſali- 
ay, with the ſiyord opened | 
hs impoſtume, nd in- « 
ſi ead. of intended death, 
 gavehim unexpectcd lite; 
to many times a reproach 


OW 
have, wee have the gre} -- 


4 


] 


© trom 


k 
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*from an enemy hath cu- 


0 Acriis 


red a diſeaſe of the mind, *4{car ad 


which hath ſcaped a mans 


*[own obſervance. 
' The fourth Reaſon is; Be- 


vie Cor- 


rOflionem 
habct hg- 
ſlus txpro- 
bat 19,94 4 


cauſe the time will come ici no. 
when you w.ll wiſh you «2 


had ; * Theſe things thou 
didſt ( ſayth the Locd) aud 


ſilence will not ever laſt; 
there will be a time of Re- 
proofe ; the line of his pa- 


tience will not ever be ex- 
rended ; the ſcene will one 
day be altered,and fury al- 
ſo will ſtep upon the ſtage 


to at its part , and your 


diſorders ſhall be ſer in 


order before you, Now 
when 


correptio, 


*Pſal FO» 
ZI, 22. 


I kept filence ;, but 1 will re- 
prove thee, and ſet thy ſins 
' in order before thee... Gods 


[134 ] 5 
when you ſhall be able tofr.. 
ſee the ſeverail ſquadrons tk 
of ycur finnes, marching |! 
in their ranks,in their pro-Þ*' 
per colours, with their juft 
rewards in the reere : how | 
will you blameyour block: | 
iſhinconfiderateneſſes Th | 

*Pro.14- * backſlider in heart , ſaith 4 
1% thewiſe man, ſhall be filled |* 
with his own wayes. Thoſe | 

wayes. wee would not 4+ 

have to fall our heads and q, 


thoughts, will one day fill } 
our hearts, | 

There are foure things | 
which will make the ver 
thoughts of your incontt- ; 
derateneſie to be alto- 
gether inſupportable to 
you. 

Fir, When you ſhall 

Con- 


- 


| 1351 
anf1der the bleſſed con- 
one WLLON of ſuch as did time- 
hiro þ reflect upo their wayes, 
0.as to Reforme and a- 
inf} i nf There ſhall be weep- 
ing 4nd wayling, and enaſh- 
” ing of teeth * Qaych the E- anepos 
7h, [angeliſt ) when you ſhall ſee Eee 
ich lbraham and Iſaac and F4- 
11eg |b, and all the Prophets. in 
ofs [it Kingdome of God, and 
noe 4108 your ſelves thruſt out. 
{There will be weeping 
with a witnefſe , wayliog 
with a very dreadfull Em- 
vs phafis, when you (h1ll ſee 
> ſome from the * Eaſt,and * Marth, 
J | ſome from the Weſt, ſome kn 
of the (ame City. Towne, 
Family,ſeate,ſome of your 
intimates fitting in Glory, 
5 | and you your ſelves con- 
demned 


. 
0 


# [ 136) 
demned to wraſtle with e 
thoſe flames which keg] h 
downe the very Devily| n 
under them. Ah thokc 
bleſſed Manſtons, wall you x 
then ſay, that had I bea| 4 
wiſe,I might have had the| \ 
ſametitleto ! Ah the full 1 
* Ifai.z5, feaſt of * fat things, with] 
wine upon the lees, to| | 
which I was once an iny\ 
ted gueſt ! How doth hel 
Court of Heavens dread 
King , Eccho with the 
loud praiſes of Angelk| 
and Saints ; once I w:s 
entreated to make one 10 
the Quire. What a bleſled] 
liberty , what a fu!l felici-| 
ty, what an harmonious 
quiet, whar a ſweet peace: 
doe thoſe glorified foules 


enjoy, | 


[137] 

with enjoy, of all which when I 
ker) had aproffer I would have 
vil none. When you ſhall per- 
ok] ceive with what a liberall 
| you? hand faithfull endeavours 
bee] are rewarded, and with 
1 th] what rigours rebellious 
full] wretches are purſued, then 
with] you will wiſh your ſelves 
, to] had conſidered. 

vie] Secondly, When you 
| tel ſhall remember tor what it 
read] was,you made a forfeiture 
the] of your ſhare in Glory ; 
ls] then you will wiſh you - 
w:s| had timely conſidered it, 
ein] When you perceive whar 
ſed] infinite treaſures you have 
ici-j parted with; how you have 
ous | ſold an inheritance un- 
ace| ſpeakeably great, and yet 
jles| have nothingin your hands 
Dy, G tO 


[138] 
toſhew; when you per{M 
ceive how that all the flay|yc 
tering promiles, and grar|w 
deurs of fin, end but inz] ti 
harveſt of ſhame : whe) {c 
you- ſee your riches have| n 

* Pro.z3.f0und * their wings ; your| a 
5* pleaſures have bid you | h 
dieu ; your honours hare] t 

long agoe deſerted you;| t 

Then will you be ready to] t 

ſay to fin as Cornelius 4 | 

e 413 per. E71ppa to his familiar, e Be 
dia beſti« gow unhappy, which haſt fu 
Trdidhf , ever undone mee ; or break 
out with Lyſimachus , Al 

for how ſhort lived a ples 

s Hix ſure * have 1 leſt a kin | 


quam'%- dome? What a mournful 
End U0- 


« 


Iuptate EYE, what a funeral! look 
regaum will you caſt towards thoſe 
dh. olorious and beautiful 
Man 


C129) 


{Manſions of heaven, which 


yoy never would believe 
were worth your (ceking, 
till at parting , and then 


| 


found they did excell Ad- 
miration, and were above 
all Wonder, Indeed it you 
had diveſted your ſelves of 
the title to heaven, and all 
therein,for meerenothing; 
this wee might call your 


1 matchleſle folly, or your 


unparralelled madneſle 
But to part with all the 
Glories there for ſtripes, 
and thoſe alſo ſuch as will 
leave their footſteps gra- 


ven upon the vey ſoule, 
the ſmart of every of w-" 
will laft eternity it ſelfe; 
For to afſione a name to 
this, cr to exprefſle it fully 

G 2 by 


[ 140 
by a Periphrafis, the ripeſt]; 
inventions of men are tool, 
ſhort, and Ciceronian Elo-|;; 
quence is barren. But | 

Thirdly, When you ſhal 
adde to this the utter im-\; 
poſlibility of recoveringto|| 
the ſame ſtate, the ſame| 
termes for heaven you | 
once were in : when you | 
ſhall chink of the uopaſſi. 
ble*gulph ; when you fhall - 
feele your condition ſo ve- 
ry bad, that it can be no 
worſe; yet at the ſame time 
be ſure it ſhall never be 
better : This will ſlay your 
ſfoules ; this very thought 
wil yiper-like corrode your 
heart-ſtrings ; this ſhall be 
the worme that will ever | 
pnaw, never dye, This is 

that 


| 
| 


F [141] 
Tipeſt)har ſtone of Syſphus web 
'© 100):0u ſhall be ever rowling 
Ell your minds, and which 
© [ſhall ever fall back upon 
(hall you, That Dying life and 
" M-Mthat living death, which 

NSN perplexed foules are con- 

Mme | trained to paſle in the 

JU | dark Territories of hell ; 

yol | what a ſeaſon, what a rel- 

aft | ji would it bavezyes how 

hall ſupportable would it be, 

Ve | if it might but leane upon 

n0 | ſome faint and ftarveling 

ME | hope. If they were con* 

be | demned to any dungeon--4 opt 
ur | but that of a miſerable RY W * 
he ternity ; if their acceſſe to Nec vide 
Ur | heaven was forbid by any '770c4 
X | other intrenchments then? mals 
. | Poſt ;, nee que fit penarum deniq,; yo 


x -Alq; eadem metuit may s——Lucret. 3, 
c | G 3 A.nma 
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Anima illic poſta beue * perdidit, efſe m[& 
perdidit : Ex qua ve ſemper Cogitur gs ui nel t 
tem frac morte, oy defenm (inc defeftu , ( 
finem ſine pre patiatur + Py atens ei eh» my 
mmortaly fit, ex defetties wndeficiens, os ful | 
mfrains, Greg, Dialog: lib. 4. 


chit of Impotiibility ; 1} 


amny:5R au tne deviis that 
torment thoſc unhuopy 
creatures, they :might þ:; 
fr>ed irom Deſpaire.mnch 
more F:ideous & irigh!: ful | 
then ail the othe” , If they} 
could but ſav. 74bit 2us 
hs quor; finem, "i here wil 
once be anend: {t would 
make them live in «he 
idit 01 Ceath, burne with 
the Coniiaucy of * Sceve- | 
Is: and <ndure t}ofe $14 
$8325, Hh 7 courage never | 
kgoywi at Sparte. or an A 
pati'y above the very pre- ' 
| cevts 


”. 


t, eſen{cepts of the Stoicks. But 

dp tne ſtate of the damned,, 

PY 2 Tſhall b2 utterly unacquain- 

, & fu ted with ſuch a tincture of 
happineſſe, They nave wil» 

y . 1 fally engaged themſelves 

$ thx {2 the den of the mercilels 

Trophonius, and thence 

it þ.| £here are, Veſtigia nulla re- 

-»| trorſum, no returnes. 

:fylil Fourthly, When your Dux rr: 

obſtinacy hath caſt you 792% 

, peſccbat 

3. there, into the midſt of ;,;,;;x 

willh that hell z you will notvite, | 
* Nu homme 

alg] meet with the leaſt of pit- 

he | fy. The eare of heaven will r..x5, ;ra- 

+ | be deafe to all your cryes, #4; 5% 


X MBAS Ne 
nor will mercy it ſelte bez, 


"{ moved at your diſinallSa, | 
| Waylings. Though Abr a. 3b: 3 


| | hams*children, he will not * Mah, 
. | Ccmwnyou; thevery beft 0- 39: 
6 [ G4 ra- 


Tx 


ratory of the rich glut 
wNn, though pointed with 
ſighcs, could not begetin 
Abrahams breaſt the leaſt 
ſenſe of his piercing heart: 
rending ſorrows, nor pro- 


* LukzsCare * ſo much water as 


24, 


would cleave to the tip 
of a finger, to allay his 
rongues intolerable heate, 
Your friends that ( while 


alive ) would have wept | 
you well if fick, whoſe pit- 


tifull hearts would have 
aked at your leaſt diſaſter, 
who have ſo often joyned 
themſelves as companions 
in your griefes, and reſen- 


ted your ſorrowes as their | 
own, in this your ſaddeſt 


extremity will lend you 
no compaſſion, Your tca- 
der 


- 7 IS 
. _— 


[der 6: indulgent mothers,, 


who have borne you on 


n | their knces, and often gi- 


yen you ſuck, whoſe boyw- 


+} ells would have yearned 


towards you In anguiſh, 
will then feele no ſuch 
affeAtions ſtirring, For if 
they be 1n heaven, there all 
teares are wip'd away;and 
if in hell, they ſhall not find 


 enow to lament their own 


woes. Saints in heaven 
ſhall rejoyce at the doome 
executed, and ſhall fay., 


Loe this is the man * that't1\.52: 


made not God his hope, but ”' 
truſted in lyes that would not 
profit him ;, yea chey ſhall 
triumph at the glorificatis 
of divine Juſtice , though 
1a theruine of their nearel 

G5 Car» 


T4 
carnall relarions. Say then] y: 
will not the leaſt of theſz] cc 
chings alone, ( 1nuch more] y 
rogether) ( at ſuch a.diy| 
as wee have betore-men'} y 
tioned)make your ſorrow. 
full hearts, ſigh out your] « 
wiſhes, that you-had con- 
ſidered © Let me then pre- 
Taile with you while itis 
yet to day, to hearken to 
the Lords voice, Preftat 
ſemel quam ſemper, bertet 
once then alwayes, and al- | 
wayes to no purpole, Doe 
that freely. now , which 
you ſhall hereafter by ne- 
ceſſitie, Doe it now on 
hope,which you ſhall then \ 
doe in vaine. This worke 

is gow your duty upon the | 
right performance of w* | 
you. | 


p 


_ 
you may expect to find- 
comfort , it will be then 

your torment, when you 

ſhall conſider and curſe 

your inconſiderateneſle, 

Laſtly, A Reaſon to en- 
duce us to Conſider is, 

Becauſe wee may be de- 
ceived, There is a * Way,* Pro.14. 
ſaith Solomon, which ſeem- **: 
eth right unto a man,bnt the 
end thereof are the Wayes of 
Death, You may be in a 
way, of which for the pre- 
ſent you are weil opinio- 
ned, which yet upon ber- 
ter ſearch, upon a more 
ſtrict examinatio,you may 
find to lead to the * chammn * Pro. 7. 
bers of Death, Did I ſay a *?: 
Way 2 or are there not 


more then one 7 1f we doe 
con- 


* P,e.21, Conſult the * Proverbs we feli 
Se. 


4 
». 


ſhall there find,that Ewen 
way of a man ts right in hy 
own eyes; but the Lord pon. 


ders the heart. As if he had} 
ſaid, the Lord knowes to | 
the contrary : ſelfe is buta| 


partiall Judge, and eafily 
brib'd to pronounce a cor- 
rupt ſentence in its own 
cauſe, though very bad; 


yer as nothing 1s more ! 


common and familiar, ſo 
withall nothing is more 


dagerous then ſelf-deceit ; 
eſpecial-y when this coſen- 


age IS coverſant about our . | 
Wayes. What a ſad thing | 
15 It for a poor ſoule to be * 


journeying to ruine and e- 
ternal! miſery,8& yet think 
he iSin the ready way to 

feli- 


felicity ! Verily .to con- 


cluge, he is arrived to the 
ſuburbs of heaven, and yer 
after all his paines, to be 
found upon the borders of 


| hell, Very deplorable Tn- 
' ſtances there are in Scrip- 


ture, of mea reckoning 
themſe:ives (ate and (ecure, 
whea yet their fate was , 
very neare at hand. The 


} Tragicall overthrow of 


Sodome you may reade, 


Gen.19. 14,23, 24. When 
the 3unne was riſen upon 
the earth,(aith the Text ; a 
bright and glorious begin- 
ning of ch1« day there was, 
who wou!d have thought 
it had been Sedomes laſt ! 
who cond imagine the 


Sun and their ruine ſhould 
rile 


riſe together!or who could] thei 
look for ſuch afatall ſhow!| gat 
of fire and brimſtone ig| cat 
Sun- ſhine. Therefore Za:\ bitt: 
*Gcn. 19 * Sons-in-law.(while they | wh 
1+ ſaw the day begin with| Th 
ſuch a Comicall preface, | pri 
and the heavens hung with. | 91 
no funerall (ables) could | a' 
» MOCk at their fathers pre- | ] 
ditions as idle,and lendan | 1 
eare to his moſt ſerious } « 
Ciſcourſes about the mat- | | 
ter, as to very impertinen- | 
cies, In the like ſecurity | 
were the reſt of the Citi- | 


Zens, but while with them 
101Theſ 5. 3.they werecty- 
ing.peace,peace, then behold 
ſudden deftrnition;peace in 
their mouths, when flakes 
of fire were falling upon 

their 


1517 


[their heads, The * effemi- + ; Sam, 


nat@ 4247 comes out deli- 15-32. 
cately clad, with ſurely the 
bitterneſſe of death is paſt, 


! when it was juſt arrived. 
| The foole in the * Goſpel *Luk.r 2. 


promiſed himſelfe many *?: 
dayes, when yer he had not 
1*night.rolive. Theſe are *Luk.r:, 
Fragicall ſtories, but ſhall ** 
] tell you of perſons de- 
ceived 1n the very caſe in 
hand? who thought ſure of 
heaven, and yet tell ſhort ? 
Thar of the Evangeliſt, 
Matth,25.11.1sSremarkable 
tothis purpoſe, Then came 
the other Virgins, and ſayd, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, but 
he ſayd,verily I [ay unto you, 
1 know you not. Alas they 
expected entrance, & that 
doubt- 


* Marth. 
25.7. 


doubtleſſe upon faire re 
grounds then many ofgus | 
areable to plead. They had þ 
" Lamps, which wee may þ 
conceive to be ſomewhat þk 
which make a ſhine, pro- 
feſſion,excellent gifts,mo- 
rall vertues, Church-fel- | 
lowſhip, they went with 
the * wiſe, with the ſame 
deſigne ro meet Chriſt, 
were confident of Admil- 
ſton, cry out, Lerd, Lord, 
open to us, 35 if wrong'd to 
be kept out ſo long , as if 
the doore muſt needs flye |; 
open upon the firſt notice | 
of who was there. Yet | 
were they denyed;, they | 
could not enter , Chriſt 
knew them not,they were 
utterly deceived, and that 

in 


atrer-y reſpect of their finall e- 

us [rc & condition. So dan- 

had þerous it is to have roo 

nay breat a Confidence ' that 14; 

hat jreeare in the Right Way, p9uiſcae | 

r0- {hat many rimes it is the 7/97" 

10- [chiefeſt meanes to keep us venire,ni- 

e- lnthe Wrong. f, ſe pu- 

th | Another Text there is in.) 
perveatſ= 

ne ſthe (ame Evangeliſt which  S:n.de 

t, |beares a nearereſemblance /2"4 

- Jtothe former. Matth.7.22, 

, |13. Many will ſay to mee in 

) |that day, Lord, Lord, have 

| |wee not propheſied in thy 

' | name, and in thy nam: caſt 

ont dewvills, and in thy name 

dow many wonderfull works: 

And then will I profeſſe to 

them, 1 never knew you,De- 

part from mee ye workers of 


iniquity. See here _— 
n 


Kind of men were ſadlydegl 
ceived in reſpe@ of hea 
ete:nali welfare, Excellentyed. 
preachers, foretellers dye 
ſuture events, workers of},\gy 
miracles , ſuch as caſt ou pre 
devilis, men of exquiſite] 
- paits, of inlightned appre | yi 
henſ1ons, profound judge. ||e 
ments, eminent 1n the eye | 
of the world, famous in |h 

their Countrys,admir'din } 
the fight of all that kney | | 
them ; men,who ( as it ap» | 
peares) were no ſtrangers 
to the name of Chriſty yet 
ſuch when they ſhall plead 
cheir acquaintance : when | 
they come to knock at the £4 

Race, (hall be ſent away a- | 

amed, and that claime 

they judge ſo plauſible, 
| will * 


os £1351 
ill be- caft out, and nor 
py zdmitred in Court. Belo- 
: 'axlred, what think you? If 
as ot the very Maſters of wit & 
"150!loquence, the miracles 8 
os prodigies of learning ; if 
: elmen fo fairely endow'd 
io with the choiceſt excel- | 
86 [[encies of nature, and thoſe 
© [alſo heightened & refin'd 
| N | by induſtry,may miſcarry; 
1.) methinks we ſhould think 
"# | all the eyes wee have too 
P* | few to caſtup6 our wayes; 
's | andthe moſt ſtayd and de- 
T | liberate of all the thoughts 
| | wee ſpend upon them, asS_ 
| reflections too ſhort and 
' ] fugitive, for what will e- 
| | verlaſtingly concerne us. 
Thea let each of us, ad- . 


drefſe our ſelves with all 
the 


[156 
gepien ew:'- the ſeriouſneſſe thats 
| con(u- Jar 
lat, quid in rem May be,todeducein|d 
ft ; proximusin tO Our practice, what|90 


ſapifiie ſiedioet 1iee have heard re 
#, qui bene mo- 


nent; obediat ; a: Preſented as our dy-(V 
quinccipſe con- ty, And fince Youth | 
ſane Heat and Age are herein 
«ſe we. cx-7emi Equally concerned ; 

ingeny weceſſeef. pive mee leave in a 
few wordsto beaRemem- | 
brancer ro both, \ 
Firſt, Young men, Con- + 

ſider your Wayes. Poſſi- 
bly you wilt ay, you are |! 
now in your flouriſhing ||! 
prime; the active blood- |! 
flowes freely in your azure | 
veins,your ſpirits arequick | 

and lively; That you may 

yet ſend many jolly dayes 

after their flying prede- 

ceſlours, and crowne your 

ſelves 


I 
e thyſelves with Roſe-budsz 
cein-jthat you have yet time 
whaz|nough before you, that 
| re. [when the leaden dulneſſe 
* dy. {of Age hath ſ(eiſd you, 
uth [when the diſtempers inci- 
rein [dent to ſuch ſapleſs yeares 
d . [have cramp'd your preſent 
1 2 [ivity, then will be a fit- 
m- ter time, to entertain your 
|{kclves with ſuch a melan- 
1. {holly retirement. 
j- | But have you not leene 
the Roſes crop'd while yet 
in the bud?Doe not as ma- 
ny tender bloſſomes fall 
from the tree as ripe Ap- 
ples © Have you not ſeene 
even Infants interr'd, and 
layd in their little ſepul- 
chres 2 Doth not the Im- 
partiall hand of Death at- 
each 


- — CY 
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tach ſome with cheir bref 


*Tcb 21. full of * milk, and thgjtc 
24. bones full of marrow?Thatc 


life of man hangs upon vel 
ry tender filaments andif 
thouſand accidents thet| 


al 


J 


1 


are,none of which the wiv) 
ſeſt among all the ſons of|#1 
Wiſdome are able to fore-ba 
ſee, much lefle ro feces 
themſelves againſt. While|« 


wee reade of a Diagoras ſtr; 
fled with laughter;an Her- 
rennwus kill'd with feare; 
a Plantinus ſtrangled with 
* Ardens priefe z and a* Syllachor 


indigacn- 
onC a'q; immodcerato v0crs inprin, convulſopt- 
fore ſſirium crnove, of minis m (lum von 


t 
b 


| 


it. Val: Max: lib.g.c 3. 

Shame kill'd Diadors, and the mother of 
Secundnus the Philoſopher dyed with exce(- 
five bluſhing : ſuch a fraile poſi; ion is life, 


ſuch a flower that requires nor rude and h gh | 


winds, bur falls in thc very whiſpers & blan- 
dithments 


| 


| 


| 


9) 

brofibnents of faire weather. Flor: ſol: p.172, 
thajked with Anger;what paſ- 
'*Thajon is there but may be 
"n yelmortall to us 2 While wee 
andquroe over the volumes of 
therſfiſtory , and there meer 
ewiJwith an Adrian choak'd 
ns of with a flye ; Fabius with a 
fore-ſhayre 3 Tarquinius Priſcus 
cure]with the bone of a fiſhs 
'hilel Anacreon the Poet with 
 {t-! the ſtone of a Rayfin : or 
Zer-| heate Seneca ſpeaking, Swnt 
re; no ſpliva crafiior male 
pſa per fauces ſubits ſtrau- 
ox | eulaver:t,their own ipittle 
| hath ended them : what is 
"u. | there left i rerum nature 

in the whole Circumfe- - 

+4 rence of this wide world, 
fe, | ſo feeble and contempti- 
"\ |. ble, but may be as fatall co 
s |* us 


ci. »4 i... [ftw " 
4 3 - 


us 2s if the poles 
crack, & the world it «| 
ſhould bury us under i 
ruines. Therefore Solomn] 1 
ng 27.* Boaſt not thy ſelfe of th \ 
morrow.for thou kneweſt nl : 
what a day may bring forth.\ : 
Little, very little doe weel | 
know , what births the] | 
womb of time may be| 
pregnant with; or of what 
events a few houres may: 
be delivered. And while 
we may not boaſt ofa day; 
thall we promiſe our ſelves 
yeares © while wee cannot 
diſpoſe of an houre, ſhall 
wee groundlefly conclude | 
our dayes ſhall be ſpun out 
to old Age © Or tell mee 
frantick youth,is faith un- 
taigned, and true repen- | 
rance , 
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| tance, things that grois, 
| within your own 1nclo- - 


ſures?Can you then deter- 


mine the time , wheretn 


ou will believe & repear, 
and witha!l be (ure to find 


| acceptance?May you con- 


ſume the bloſlome of your 
dayes,in the drudgeries of 
fin and Satan, and reſerve 
the bran and dregs for the 


! ſerviceof God ; and yer 


compell him therewi:hall 
to be ſatisfied * Sha:i :he 
ſtrength of your parts and 
ſpirits, the veiy beſt of 
your time,be ſpent inario.. 
tous and yaine courſe, and 
only a fintull, loathſome, 
unſavoury carcaſle be tur- 
ned over to the care of 
God © Think withall how 

H many 
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-many thouſand ſouls have 
: miſcarried upon the very 


ſame account ; while they 
have remitted their repen- 
tance to a further date, 
death hath interpoſed and 
put aperiod to their dayes; 
while they have been ho- 
vering betwixt their Re- 
ſolves, and the execution 
of them, they have been 
ſnatch'd away,&: the place 
of their habitation knows 
them no more. It is but too 
frequent for the moſt of 
men, to deale in their lives 
as Tully with his Orations, 


9 ued primum eft dicendum. 


ia poſtremum ſoles cogitare, 
to deferre that to the laſt 
which ſhould be don firſt ; 
But let it be our wiſdome 

r0 
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to be wile in this our day, 
to know the things that 
belong to our peace, for 
they may be.hid from our 
q EYesS before che next. Syue- 5 weton:in 
tonize tells of a bird which 274 Po 
alittle before Trajans com- je. © * 
1n2 to the Empire ſat upon 
the Capztoll,& trom thence 
inthe audience of very ma- 
ny Romans, did diſtinaly 
and aloud pronounce.thele 
words in Greek , iy 7:]z 
| x-a3s, Toall (ach yong men 
| 25 ſhall coaſcionably ſer 2- 
bont the practiſe of this 
| holy and neceſlary duty , 
, the word of God it ſelfe 
ſhall be inſtead of ſuch a 
bird, and as often as you 
lay it before you , it ſhall 
> preſent you, with eithera 
H 2 par- 


> I 
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pardon of fin, or a promiſe } - 
of life, or a word of Com- | 
fort to your ſoules, Le: 

- young men Confider. 
Secondly, And ſuch alſo 
aS are ancient. Iris a con- | 
ſiderable time, fince you 
came to aft your parts upo 
che Theater of the world : 
now you are beckened to 
the retyring roome. Time 
hath already ſnowed upon f 
your heads, and tells you 
what weather you may ex- 
pet. Your wrinkled faces, | 
crembling joynts, hoary | 
heads,and dim eyes, areſo | 
many preſages that your 
laſt ſands are in the glaſſe | 
of times and that as fruic 
fully ripe,you are now fal- 
ling into the cold lap of ; 
your | 


£165] 
| your mother earth. A 
breath or two & you have 
breath'd your laſt , the 
wormes are inviting each 
other to their expected res 
paſt, and the languiſhing 
ſtroakes of your feeble 
pulſe, doe toll you to the 
grave. You have been a 
long while as travellers in 
the way, It is now high 


time to bethink your ſelvs 
whither you are going, 
Now then Confider , or 
preſently you are paſt ir, 
and all che benefic of it. 
For if che life of man is but 
as a * vapour which appear- * james. 
th for a little while, and * '* 
ſoone waniſheth away ; If ac- 

cording to the * Prophet, * Pſal.35. 
man in his very beſt eſtate s * 

H 3 but 


< 


but altogether vanity , or if 


in our very faireſt flouriſh, 
we are but puffes of dying 
breath , meaſured ſpannes 
of flitting time : By what 
nime ſhall we call that life 
which 1s entred upon its 
laſt ſcene, or what title 
ſhall wee aſſigne ro him, 
who is ſcarce at a greater 


diſtace from his Ex:t,then 
the bare time to pronofice. 


it, Yet for thoſe few mo- 
ments you are to hold up a 


being in this world, let ic 


be your ſtucy to 12 out 
for a better being-ia the 
next, Husband well the 
poore remalnders of that 


ſtock of time, almoſt the 


All of w* you haveprodi- 
gally caſt away, Trim the 
Lamp 


_- /-- = wo uh. Oe 1 IEEE 
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Lamp while yet it burnes, 

chat if it b2 Dofſible, what 

hath hicherto lent but a 

dim and lanquid light, may. 
fia:ſh and expire in a more 

go 10u5 8c brighter blaze, 

Thar if you cannot ſay 

with Sexeca; It hath been 

my care before n Ape to live » rette 
well, in Age to dye well, yer «vi 
while you live let your 7/9 
cares extend to both; Doe benevive-. 
the work,though you have” _ ſ on 
ſlipt the exact? 2ſt (eaſon : s bene m0- 
& by a circunſpet walk, Yar, 

io redeeme the time, you 

before trifled away, that 

in that lictle which is lefr, 

ſuch ſeeds may be ſowne, 

as from theace, through 

divine bleſſing upon your 
endeavours , 2 joyous and 


H 4, bhap- 
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happy eternity may ariſe, 

Nor let it be a ſhamefull 

thing inthecycsofany,for 

the oldeſt non-proficient, 

to _ to Jlearbe in his 

, For it the Roman 

* Cirers p 3th though farre ſtep'd 
_ Jr in yeares.did not yet think 
it too late to Jearne the 

Greek tongue; It the aged 
Emperour did not bluſh to 

x Marcus 20C and fetch * Philoſophy 
ne , Irom the houſe of Sexrrus; 
KaA3y x, OT it David Chytrens when 
y";«(- he lay adying,lift up him- 
bh ſelfe to heare the diſcour- 
zar, les of his friends ; profeſ- 
Egoſens ſing he ſhould dye with 
a Rgryge x more fatisfation, if he 


piſcopus ſhould dye learning lome- 
tot anno- 

rem a collrea , nec dum anxiculo paratus ſun 
doctit, Auguſt, apud Gratian, c, 24 q, 3. 


what : 
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what: Then ſure we need 
not put onr ſelves to the 
crouble, of ſeeking Refuge 
in excuſes, for our begin- 
ning to addict our ſelves to 
the ftudy of the beſt things 
( ſo very juſtifiable in the-. 
ſelves) bur rather ſentence 
chat ſlackneſle of ours as * 
inexcuſable, whence it was 
that we did not begin be- 
fore. The man that hath 
paſl'd his dayes in the moſt 
ridiculous ftollyes, or in. 
ſuch a madnefle as 15 not 
to be parraleld in Bedlam: 
if at the Jaft he grow fert- 
ous & wile, he bluſnes not 
that he 1s returned tohim- 
lelfe, bur he is aſhamed: 1t 
was no [ooner ; he 1s nor 
troubled to conſider what 
H 5 ne -. 


, 170: 
he is , but we he was; 
ſuch a \madneſſe and ſuch 2 
folly is a courſe of fin, and 


if by a ſerious diſcourſe. 


with our ſelves,and a cleare 
fGehc (b -A the olaſſe of the 
—_—_ hoſeimpertinen- 


cies we are engaged in, we 


- come to amend 8& retorm; 
all that the world can ob- 


jet is. that our Reformati- * 
on beires.nat a more ancl- _ 
ent date: But there 15a Ju- | 
bilee in heaven at the con- | 
verſion of a ſinner ; and by | 


how. much the older he IS, 
by. ſo much the more high 
doe thoſe joyes (well ; nor 
ſhall chere be a rememe 
brance of the tranſgreſli- 


ons of his. youth, upon his. 


repentance in Age, 


— 


71] 

Ic may poſſibly be of uſe - 
to ſome, . to have a diſco- 
very made to them, of 
ſome things, through w®#, 
it many times comes to 
paſſe, that men are moſt 
heedlefle & inconfiderate 
of their wayes: And for the 
ſake of ſuch , with a few 
words abourt it, wee will 
ſhur up the whole Dtf- 
courſe, That wee are then 
very heedleſly. walking 
comes to paſle, 

Firſt, Through our un- 
worthy conſtructions, and 
improvements of Gods 
patience and forbearance. 
The right uſe, and end of 


which, is * to leade us unto * Rom. 3. 
repentance:But obſerve the #+- 


generall uſe the wicked in 
the 


| 723 | WE... 
the world make of it. Be- | 1 
* Fecleſ. Cauſe * ſentence againſt an'| C 
8. 17. evill work 1s not executed | | 
ſpeedily ; therefore the heart | | 
of the ſons of men, is fully \ | 
et in them to doe evill, Be- \ 1 
cauſe the (wearers tongue, B 
dothnot rot in his mouth; }. 
becauſe the drunkards arm | 
doth not wither and drop |; 
from bis ſhoulders, when | 
he is heaving the frothy 
buwles to his mouth ; be- | 

cauſe the ſneare of ſome 

* Numb. * Phizeas doth not peirce 
*5-7,* the heart of the 2dulterers 
( as once Zimri and Cosbi) i 
in the midſt of their un- 
lawtull embraces; becauſe 
the oppreſlours, the pro- 
fane mockers at the word, 
the drowlie ſleepers under 
it 


SE == 


Þ, 


_— 
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it, are not preſently thun» 
derſtruck, or blaſted with 
lightening from heaven, 

hence 1t is that menare (0 

| bold, ro dare the indulging 

| themſelves in their ſinnes. 

| Butif every time wee are 

| at defiance with Heaven, 

| a ſtone from the * Sling * ; 5am, 
/ ſhould ſtrike into our fore- 27. 49. 
! heads,as once into Gol:ahs: 

If when mcn are priding 


themſelves in their parts 
and abilities, robbing God 
of his Glory, arrogating to 
themſelves, what is only 
+ his dne;the wormes ſhould 
aſſault them, and become 
the living Sepulchres of 
their finfull carcaſſes , as 
once of * Hereas : If every.* aa iz, 


| time wee approach the 23: 


Word 


*-Levit, 
IO 7, 


*(en 19 
26, 


I74 ] 
Word and Sacraments, in 


wrath, malice, and preju- . 


dice, (which is the offring 


with falſe fire ) a burning | 


ſhould be kindled gpon us, 
as-0n Nadab and * Abihy ; 
or if when wee are ating 


croſle to any of the com- | 
mands of God,wee ſhould | 


immediately undergoe the 


eranſformation of * Lots 


wife into a pillar of ſalt; - 


This would be a warning 
ro others, and men would 
be ſomewhat ſhy of ſtnne, 
when they ſhould under- 
ftind it was nothing elſe, 
but the way of preſent ru- 
ine, and making court to 
their immediate deſtrut- 
on, But becauſe the Lord 


15 flow. to anger , and of 


great 


——____© rr 


great compaſſon, Pharaoh 


| dare ſay,*WWho is the Lord ? + Exod.s, 
I know not the Lord,neither. 2: 


will I let his people gee. Be- 
cauſe he doth notwillingly 
affl.&t the children of men, 
therefore they ſay,Tuſh;the 


| Lord ſhall not ſee , neither 
' doth the * God of Facob re- «pra1.g4, 
| gard, Becauſe he was f1- 7. 
' lent; therefore that wick- 
| ed one,Pſal.50.21.conclu- 
| ded himtobe altogether ſuch 


aone as himſelf Becauſerhe 
gracious Lord inthe admt- 
niſtrations of his wrath, & 
the powring out of his vi- 
alls, moves but with a ſlow 
pace, and makes ſo many 
pauſes(as Pſal.7. 11,12,13- 
He whets his ſword, he bends. 


his bow, he makes ready h!s 
8 - 


176] 
arrowes ; he prepares the ty 


ſfiruments of death ; but ftill 


berweeneach of theſe, hath 


a tender regard to the turn 
of any ſinner)cherefore are 
we apt to flatter cur ſelves, 
chat he will never ſtrike, 
Bur if in the temper of our 
ſouls, wehad the leaſt mix- 


rure of ingenuity, weſhould- 


haſt to the embraces of 
thoſe armes which have 
bin {o long ſtretched forth; 


we would not put that pa- 


tience to a further trya)], 
whereof wee have already 
nad luch eminent proofes ;: 
nor give the leaſt admit- 
trance toſuchacurſed prin- 
ciple; As to jin that grace 

might abound. 
Secondly., Becauſe the 
panes 


OT 


' * Locuſts and wild honey, + Marth. 
witharay ment of Camells 3: 4 


T 


) 
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paines of Reſiſting Satan, 
& grappling with corrup- 
kion, are ſo harſh and un- 
(p' 'eaſant ro fleſh and blood. 

Men are ſo weary of wat- 
(Ching the heart, lip,8 life, 

but tor an houre or tw 0, 
that they doe contentedly, 
eve up all care of them- 
ſelves for the future. The 


ſtrictneſle and ſeverity of a 
' Chriſtian life, is as ſtrange 
to- them who never layd 
themſelves under any re- 
ſtraint(but gave entertain- 
ment to all worldly p'ea- 
ſures in the ſame order 
they encountred them) as 


hayre, would be to the rich 


e'ucton, whom eyery day 
had. 
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had ſeene in Tyrian put- : 
ple, and the fineft linnen, |* 
But let us not look at the|t!%* 
dirt in the way , (o mach f 
as think upon the plea-!35! 
ſure in ſeeing our friends, [wt 
Let us not buiſie our '© 
thoughts, ſo much , about |'® 
the (weate and difficulties 
of the fight , as the prize, it 
the crowne, the kingdom, |? 
the triumph it referres to, 1? 
Fhe ovactons at the viCto- 
ry, will out-weigh the 
hardſhips of the Campe, |' 
the glories obtain'd will | 
{wallow up the |abour and 
paines uſed in their pur- 
ſuite, The very excreame 
pangs 1n traveil, yea and 
the remembrance of them 
15 10/?, tnthe Joyes thata | 
man- | 


Pue.|Man- child is born into-the 


en, 


world: alittle contempla- 


t thejtion of thoſe choice poſ- 
1nch{{efſions vitory will inſtate 


leg. 


us in, will notably ſweeten, 


ads, \what ever of ſoure or bit- 


1 
0 
e | 


S 


3 


ll 


1 


[ter wee muſt paſſe tho- 


rough to it. 
Think with your le: ves, 
that the enemies you have 


reſent to deale with, 
alle trouble you long; 
| when you dye ( Sampſon- 
like) you pull * the houſe * J-dges, 
pon the Phi/;ſtines. your 53% 
finnes ;_ and they are bu- 
ryed u under ſuch ruines, 
whence they may rever 


hope for a Reſurrection ; 


while at your own cifing 
from the grave you ſhall be 


a5 Cieare from the ſpots of 
fuch 


—— — —_— : 
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*2 King, (ach a leprofie, as * Na-hnd 
5- 14- 2948 Was from his,after his kak 
bathing in Forden. Fromyen 

that time , you thall dave gf / 

no more unruly paſſions toleve 
cu:bzno more a hard heart hhle 

ro groane under z no more no 
iniuch a condition of life, G 
wherein man ]ike to Iſſa: + | 

\ *Gen.ag. chay, * bowes under the |xh 
'+ doubleburdens of Weak- ly 

| nefle and Want, When;h 
"2King.* Zlijah w | 
'7* Cloake fell trom him;when | x 

| 


* Gen.22 Abram*went to the mount 

5- ro lacrifice, his ſervants 

were to ſtay in the plaine: 

"Zech. when from the *valley of 
+ 8 F © 

teares , you have a (um- 

*Cant 8. mons to the * mountaines 

++. of ſpices; when from earth 

(the habitation of moles 

and 
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Y44-ynd piſmires) you are to 
r histzke your 


_— for hea- 


[0M yen, the bleſſed poſſeſſion 
avelt Angels; fin, and what 
5 [0|ever elſe hath been trou- 
Art lbleſome to you, ſhall have 
Oe no power to (ee thoſe 
ie, | Gates, which no uncleanc 


4+ |* thing can enter, Let this « Reva, 
he thought then ſtrengthen 21. 27. 


[$ 
n 
l 


your hands, 8 ſteele your 
NT hearts, with ſuch a cou- 
rage, as may enable you ſo 
ro manage this ſpirituall 
warfare, and to fight with 
the chearefull livelineſleof 
thoſe Souldiers, who per- 
ceive Victory 1s lighting 
upon their Creſts; and the 


adverſary 


now ready t0 


fly,will never more be in a 


capacity tO appeare in the , 


field, 


Se- 
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Secondly, Think if it beſ” 
not farre better to fight i ef 
out now with courage, 
then to be for ever con- 
demned to the black dun. | 
geon of hell for cowardize; 
zor ſure that place of miſe: 
ry,was provided for none, 
bur ſach as did not dare to 
be holy : The diſmall pri- 
ſon was not founded for | 
any, who mindfull of the |, 
Illuftrious original of their | 
ſoules, thought it a ſtoope 
too much beneath chem- | 
ſelves, to (et forth the |. 
pompe of the Devills tri- þ 
umph, by yielding them- | 
ſelves his captives. But 
what think you 2 Is it not 
better to wraſtle with him 
in his temptations, then to 
howle 


s 
10! 
it] 
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V 0wle with him in his:tor- 
by ares ? Is it not better ro 
\. Ippoſe him in his ſagge- 
Py 10ns, then to be link'd 
ith bim in his chaines, or 
xe the woftul! (harers in his 
? Þrrowes 2 Is it not bet- 
er £0 encounter him here, 
though ſometimes with 
eare-bedewed eyes, wee 
nay look ups the maimes 


) . 
: jad bruiſes, wee have 
x rought with us, from 


uch an unequall cogrefle ) 
en to be ſet with him 

| þpon an eternall rack, and 
ave our ſ:-ules ftil'd with 

Jl! forts of anguiſh, none 
pf « hich but are dyed in 
raine? There are who doe 
yorthily preferre a glort- 
us death in the bed of ho- 

| nour 


194 ] | 
nour ( while they are furt 
their names ſhall ſmell} | 
ſweet to poſterity )beforeq | 
life which they may py 
in all kind of bravery , if 
they will ſully it w:th diſ-| 1 

| 
| 


honeſly. And have wee 
not reaſon to preterre the|.. 
labours of a fight { where-] | 
in if wee iaint not wee are] 
ſure of the victory) before 
a lite, where to live is ins| 
finitely more intolerable 
then to dye as many times, 
as earth hath ſands , and]: 
heaven ſtarres * I might] 
alſo tell you, that the hard- 
thips wee doe apprehend 
In this ſpirituall warfare, Y 
will vaniſh by degrees, ac- | 
cording to the meaſures, 


of accuſtoming our ſelves | 
£0 
| 


— 4 


"ro them. The weight of 
the Souldiers armour ; his 
ſhort and haſty meales;his 
& courſe lodging upon the 
ground ; his diſturbed and 
unquiet fleepes, by cu- 
ſtome are rendred very fa- 
-miliar to him ; and what 
at firſt he look'd upon as a 
burden he ſhould never be 
able to bear, he now makes 
- his pleaſure ; and by his 
own choice is carryed tO 
that, which nothing but 
. neceſlity could enforce 
him to doe. You now 
think it a very weariſome 
thing to preface every aC- 
tio! with Deliberation ; 
to xamine every motion 
fra whence it comes, 


an whither it tends, be- 
I fore 


in 


very maze, and labyrirh 
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fore v6 give it admit 


tance ; wt you will but'Þp 
try ( and what will it hurt 
= {0 try)you will doubt- | 
eſſe find, that there is not 


any ſenſuall pleaſure, wor- | ral 


thy to be named the ſame ] as 
day, with thoſe purer de- | 
lights , the ſoule extracts | ce 
from it ſelfe, upon its ( in | ye 
part ) ſucceſſetull endea- \tt 
vours to doe the wil of ly 
God. 

Fo the doing of which, | C 
nothing can be more con» | 
ducible, or neceflary, than 
teflexion upon your paſt, | . 


and confideration of your r 


= 
— 


preſent, & future a&tins, *7 
Without which you ye | 
at randome z your lite;a | 


t 


TT - ITCLIHES CEVOTAING 
vt 'Fpl1 plod into deſtruction, 
rt'To ſhut up all with one 
t- | word ; Certainly, you had 
Xt Fberter entertaine conſ1le- 
- [ration of your wayes now, 
e [as a heavenly duty , than 
- \ hereafter, as a helliſh ne- 
$ | ceflity. Or if you pleaſe, 
1 | you will find itbecter now, 
q 


as A 
"LEA. 
14} 


| than hereafter to. confider 
| your Wayes, Now there- 
| fore ;, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
| Conſider your Wayes, 


